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We are renewed and made stronger 
as we enter another year of working 
together to be the people of God. We are 
so grateful for the numerous blessings 
that have enriched and sustained us, as 
well as the shining light of good times 
that shone down on us, aiding us to 
persevere through the tough times that 
came upon us in waves. 
Now that we know that we will have to 
live with certain versions of the virus 
from time to time, we can settle in on 
what we should be feeding our spirits, 
minds, and hearts as we press onward 
this year.
What then are we to say about these things? 

If God is for us, who is against us? 
He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with 

him also give us everything else?
Romans 8:31–32 NRSV

We are thankful that we are blessed 
to increase our online presence and 
technical support for both in-person 
worship and virtual worship on 
YouTube since April of 2021. We 
returned to offering Sunday School and 
nursery care during in-person worship 
services, and we offer in-person Messy 
Church on the second Sunday of the 
month. Confirmation classes are offered 
both in person and virtually. During the 
past Advent and Christmas seasons we 
experienced a wonderful Cantata and 
the singing of our choirs for the first time 
since March 2020!
In the spirit of that letter from Paul to 
the church of Rome, we have continued 
to conduct our mission through the 

ministry of care and comfort of our 
members and friends as we sent cards, 
called, visited, and comforted as 
many as we could during the times of 
extended isolation, sickness, and death. 
God is for us, and we felt the Holy 
Spirit’s power to help us overcome the 
harsh effects of the viral pandemic that 
came against us.
The new year of 2022 has presented its 
challenges with the rise of the Omicron 
variant, yet our in person and YouTube 
worship services continue with 
congregational singing and our choral 
offerings. With livestreaming worship, 
we expanded our ministry footprint 
to include those people who could no 
longer attend in-person worship, and 
those who chose to attend online, and 
even some who have gotten to know 
us first through our YouTube worship 
and then join us in person. We are 
connecting to an estimated average of 
120 people on YouTube every Sunday 
and increasing every week.
We have plans to do more connecting 
with the community. We have already 
joined with the DuPage NAACP and 
the Visiting Nurses Association to 
host a Vaccination Clinic and Health 
Screening Fair. We also held a viewing 
for the community of the King in 
Chicago documentary outlining the visit 
Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. made to Chicago 
in 1966 to expose northern racism, 
poverty, and deal with fair housing.
This push to create stronger 
connections with the community 
includes help with efforts to create 

Continued on p. 5
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Spring Worship Services
During spring, we journey through many different worship seasons as we 
observe the seasons of Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. At DGFUMC, we have 
planned a worship service program through these seasons to help us more 
fully understand and appreciate the life and resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
his impact on our lives today.

April 17 – Easter Sunday   
8:15 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary
The Chapel Choir will lead our music ministry celebrating 
the resurrection of Christ.

10:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary
The Chancel Choir, led by Diane Hires, and a brass ensemble directed by 
Pattie Barnes, will perform inspirational music glorifying God and the 
Risen Christ in this service.
The Angel Choir (3 and 4 year olds) and the Cherub Choir (Kindergarten, 
1st & 2nd grade students) will also sing at the 10:00 a.m. service.

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord."  John 20:18

Easter Worship Services

Holy Week Services
April 10 – Palm Sunday
8:15 and 10:00 a.m.
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Luke 19:38
The voices of our Children's Choirs and our Chancel Choir will 
usher in the processional of the palms at our 10:00 a.m. service. 
Please note our 8:15 a.m. service will still be held in the Chapel. 

April 14 – Maundy Thursday Communion Service
7:00 p.m.
This is my body, which is given for you. Luke 22:19
At this Maundy Thursday communion service, we will commemorate 
The Last Supper when Jesus shared the Passover meal with his disciples 
on the night before he was crucified. There will be a ceremonial hand 
washing as part of the service.

April 15 – Stations of the Cross 
12:00 – 7:00 p.m. on the second floor of the church building
The Stations of the Cross refer to the events commemorating the last day 
of Jesus’ life reminding us of his death and sacrifice to save us from sin 
and redeem us.
April 15 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
7:30 p.m.
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. Mark 15:37
During this solemn Tenebrae Service, the Chancel Choir will sing 
reflective, somber anthems; we will dim the lights; and candles will 
be extinguished as the last words of Christ are read and His death is 
imminent. The service ends in silence and darkness.

Lois Campbell
March 11, 2022
Dan Dennett

February 20, 2022

Bob Govenat
January 16, 2022

Mary Henderson
March 10, 2022

Ray Possehl
January 7, 2022

Dorla Jeane Powell
November 17, 2021

Josie Janet
daughter of

Jill and Michael Zimmerman

Lois Campbell 
Rose Curtiss

Summer Worship
Worship hours this summer will 
change slightly from the rest of the 
year. Please join us each Sunday in 
the sanctuary at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 
Our 8:15 a.m. service will move to 
8:30 a.m. outside in the parking lot 
beginning Sunday, June 5. During 
the summer months, Pattie Barnes, 
our organist and director of handbell 
ministries, organizes special music by 
talented musicians for our services.

In Memoriam

our lives together
Celebrating

Baptisms

New Members
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Coming Up in Worship this Spring

It’s time to order Easter Flowers! 
Each year, these wonderful flowers 
decorate the altar on Easter Sunday. 
Orders are due by Friday, April 8.  
If you would like to purchase a 
plant, please fill out the information 
on the order envelopes in the pews 
and enclose a check. You may 
indicate on the envelope if you 
would like the flowers in memory 
of someone or in honor of someone. 
Place your order in the offering 
plate on Sunday or bring it to the 
church office. You may also call the 
church office to place your order, if 
you would like.
Easter flower options are:

Easter Lilies - $22 per plant
Tulips - $16 per plant
Azaleas - $30 per plant
Hydrangeas - $40 per plant

Easter Flower Orders

Saturday, April 16 at 9:00 a.m.
The Children and Family 
Ministries Work Area 
will once again host 
the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. The hunt will 
start at 9:00 a.m. and is for all children 
under the age of 10.  Come and hunt 
for candy filled eggs throughout the 
church. Feel free to bring a friend. 
Bring your own bag or basket. Please 
join us at 9:00 a.m., sharp in the 
sanctuary for a brief prayer and to 
learn the hunt rules. Don’t be late! 
This event moves fast! 

Easter Egg Hunt

May 1 – Chancel Choir Cantata – 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
The Chancel Choir will present their Spring Cantata, Lux Aeterna, composed 
by Morten Lauridsen with a guest orchestra at the 10:00 a.m. service. See page 
four for more details.
May 1 – Confirmation Sunday in the Park at 2:00 p.m.
Join us as we welcome our 2022 Confirmands into our church family.
May 8 – Mothers' Day Sunday
Join us as we recognize all women of our church in the worship service. 
The Chancel Choir will be recognized for their years of service to our music 
ministry at our 10:00 a.m. service.
May 15 – Children's Cantata – 10:00 a.m. worship service
The Connection, Chorister, and Cherub Choirs present "Faith News," a 
heavenly news broadcast about following the path God has for us. See page 
four for more details.
June 5 – Pentecost Sunday
Please note our 8:15 a.m. service changes to begin at 8:30 a.m. for the summer 
and moves outdoors on this day.

Let Your Bulletin Be Your Guide
The Worship Work Area members 
invite you to recycle your Sunday 
bulletin in a new way. Instead of 
tossing your bulletin in the recycling 
bin as you leave church, let’s make 
this paper last for more than just an 
hour or so. We encourage you to take 
it home, re-read the scripture and the 
prayers – let it be your guide for your 
upcoming week. Other ideas include: 
•	Make notes on the bulletin while 

listening to the sermon to review later.
•	 Ponder it during your morning coffee.
•	 Find your word of the day or week.
•	 Put the Thought for the Day on your 

fridge.
•	 Be inspired for your daily prayer 

time by reading the bulletin.
•	 Look up the context for the scripture 

and read it.
•	 Listen to variations of the hymns 

that can be found on YouTube.
•	Visit the DGFUMC YouTube channel 

and review the service online with 
the bulletin in hand.

Let us know how you “recycle” your 
bulletin this week. Our Environmental 
Committee and the Worship Work 
Area members will be very pleased to 
find out!

Worship

We Welcome You!
There are many ways to be engaged 
in Downers Grove First United 
Methodist Church. From Sunday 
morning worship, to Bible studies, 
to choirs, and more, there are many 
forms of participation. We value all 
who are part of our community. If 
you find yourself seeking formal 
membership, let us know! The clergy 
and Membership Work Area are 
ready to welcome you as a member 
of the church. Please email Pastor 
Andi at andi@dgfumc.org if you’d 
like to learn more about becoming a 
member. 

Wednesday Family Dinners 
Return in April
Join us for family 
dinners on Wednesday 
nights beginning April 6. 
Dinners will run for six 
consecutive weeks. This 
is a great opportunity to have dinner 
after children's choir rehearsal or with 
church friends, or meet some new 
friends. The last dinner this spring, 
on May 11, will be a return of Don's 
Home Cooking which is always a treat 
so stay tuned for details! To make 
Family Dinner reservations, see the 
link in the weekly Happenings email or 
email John Smoke at john@dgfumc.org.

We dnes da y
Night 
Meal s
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Music
Spring Choir Activities 
Along with preparing for Sunday 
worship services, our choirs have 
been rehearsing special music 
programs for the congregation to 
experience in the coming months.
On Sunday, May 1, the 10:00 a.m. 
service will feature the Chancel 
Choir's Cantata, Lux Aeterna (Light 
Eternal) by contemporary American 
composer Morten Lauridsen. The 
movements are based on references 
to light: perpetual light, light risen 
in the darkness, Redeemer-born 
light, light of the Holy Spirit, light of 
hearts, eternal light. The sumptous 
work supports our spirits which seek 
mercy, understanding, consolation, 
and renewal. Plan to gather friends 
and family to attend this service of 
renewal presented by the Chancel 
Choir and guest orchestra. Interested 
singers are invited to join rehearsals 
on Thursdays at 8:30 p.m. Contact 
Director Diane Hires at dianeh@
dgfumc.org for more information. 

You will not want to miss the 
opportunity to experience this 
magnificent piece! 
On Sunday, May 15 at the 10:00 
a.m. service, the Cherub, Chorister, 
and Connection Choirs will present 
their cantata, Faith News. Directors 
Becky Kriz and Debbie Phillips are 
busy teaching the children this fun 
story that depicts a heavenly news 
broadcast originating inside the pearly 
gates. Hosted by two angelic news 
anchors, the show covers some of 
your favorite Bible stories. FNN (Faith 
News Network) highlights the best 

in Biblical headlines and encourages 
us all to believe anything is possible 
when we follow God’s plan for our 
lives. Tune in and be ready to be 
inspired by Real Faith News!
The Westminster and Chancel Ringer 
Bell Choirs’ Annual Spring Ring will 
be performed Saturday, May 21 at 7:00 
p.m. This concert is always a wonderful 
way to experience music at church.
Chapel Choir is hoping to go on tour 
July 6 – 11 to Kentucky, Ohio, and 
Indiana! More information to come.
Come, appreciate, and enjoy our music 
groups to lift your spirits!

Handbell Musicians "Ringing True" for Spring Ring Concert
On Saturday, May 21 at 7:00 p.m., the 
handbell musicians of First United 
Methodist Church present their 
28th Spring Ring XXVIII Concert, 
“Ringing True.” This year’s event 
will return with gusto, favoring 
favorite tunes of Ride the Chariot, 
Simple Gifts, Shall We Gather at the 
River, Handel’s Passacaglia, Coronation 
by Meyerbeer, and much more.
Ever popular and respected in the 
Chicago area, the ensembles have 
enjoyed annual appearances in the 
West Towns Chorus Christmas 
Extravaganza at the Tivoli Theater, 
and in the Grainger ballroom of 
Symphony Centre for the Chicago 
Symphony’s Christmas Concert 
Series.

Save this date on your calendar, and 
order your tickets in advance for just 
$8, or $10 at the door. Our church 
is blessed by exemplary handbell 
ensembles making gorgeous music.

– Pattie Barnes, 
Director of Handbell Choirs 

Shown above: Some of our bell choir 
members during a retreat held last fall. 

Encore Concert Available on 
YouTube!
Did you miss the Bridge Encore 
Concert on March 13? It's still 
available on our YouTube page for 
watching anytime! This fundraiser 
for the Downers Grove First 
United Methodist Church’s Bridge 
Board supports those experiencing 
homelessness and housing insecurity, 
in their 
transition 
to self 
sufficiency. 
Please 
consider 
a free-will 
offering by 
clicking on the link on the Giving 
page and choosing the Bridge Encore 
Concert option. Thank you!
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Renewal and Strength
Continued from page 1

Dear Congregation,
Recently, two staff members have 
announced their retirement.
It is with a heavy heart that I must 
share the news 
that our much-
beloved children’s 
choir director, 
Becky Kriz, will be 
resigning from her 
position at the end 
of the school year 
(June 2022). 
The Choristers and Connections 
choirs have blossomed under 
Becky’s guidance these past 25 years 
as she has stoked a love of singing 
and musical expression in the lucky 
youth of our church. We feel blessed 
beyond words that she has been a 
part of our community for so long. 
As sad as we are to lose Becky, we 
know that she has left a mark on the 
hearts of us all that will not fade. 
Please join me in celebrating Becky’s 
ministry to DGFUMC over the next 
few months. Also, please take a 
moment to express your gratitude 
to Becky for her many years of 
dedicated, loving service. Thank you. 

After 12 years of dedicated, loving 
service to the church as Building 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee Thank You!

Superintendent, 
Don Dunham 
will be retiring as 
of July 31. To say 
that Don has been 
an integral member 
of our church’s 
staff is a gross 
understatement!
Don has had a hand in everything 
from room setups and reservations, 
constant communication with 
the Trustees, used his keen eye 
to spot problems in the building, 
demonstrated radical hospitality to 
groups using our church, aided the 
youth with the tent ministries, and 
much, much more. 
His retirement will be a loss for our 
congregation and the start of an 
exciting new chapter for Don. He and 
his wife, Devra, plan to remain active 
members of this congregation and in 
the community post-retirement. 
Please join me in celebrating Don’s 
ministry in service and share your 
thanks with him in person. It is such 
a meaningful way to let Don know 
how much he is valued.
Congratulations, Don. Your service to 
DGFUMC is greatly appreciated and 
you will be deeply missed!
Blessings, Stacy Klepper, Chair

Help brighten the sanctuary with 
flowers on the altar on Sunday 
mornings while celebrating a special 
event in your life or remembering 
someone special! It's a wonderful 
way to participate in our services.
To sign-up, visit the Flower Board in 
the narthex to the right of the parlor 
doors. There is a space for each 
month on the Flower Board with a 
sign-up sheet for both sides of the 
altar – you can pick one side or both. 
You also can designate your purchase 
of flowers in memory of, or in honor 
of, someone.

Brighten the Altar with Flowers
The cost is $30 for a 
flower arrangement, $45 
for a dozen roses or $12 
for a single rose. Please 
sign your name, include 
your phone number, and 
add the message you 
would like included in 
the bulletin. Please note 
that one line represents one side of 
the altar.
If you have any questions, please 
contact Linda Petrie in the church 
office at linda@dgfumc.org or 
630.968.7120.

affordable housing here in Downers 
Grove, and to increase our help 
with Dupage Pads, as it transitions 
into providing housing in what was 
formerly the Red Roof Inn. Through 
the community-based Alex’s Mission, 
our church members are providing 
weekly food and social service 
assistance. 
We have good work to do for God. 
As we move forward and move past 
all that we have endured, I will leave 
you with this word from God from 
Ephesians: “I ask that Christ will live in 
your hearts through faith. As a result of 
having strong roots in love, I ask that you’ll 
have the power to grasp love’s width and 
length, height and depth, together with all 
believers. I ask that you’ll know the love of 
Christ that is beyond knowledge so that you 
will be filled entirely with the fullness of 
God.”                  Ephesians 3:17–19 CEB
Springing Forward
Happy Spring! Signs of resurrection 
are everywhere! Throughout this 
Tower Bell, you can read about the 
exciting things happening in this 
Lenten and Easter season and beyond! 
While we live in the present, your 
clergy, staff, and work areas are 
planning ahead. Summer is such a 
fun season in the church with lots of 
opportunities to connect and grow in 
fellowship with one another.
Soon, we’ll gather outside for 8:30 a.m. 
service, enjoying the way our hymns 
mingle with the songs of the birds; 
outdoor movie nights in July will be 
back; and a Pride in the Parking Lot 
celebration will return! A year ago 
more than 250 community members 
joined us and it's already on the 
schedule for June 12 this year. 
These recent traditions will return 
along with those that have been part 
of our church for decades like summer 
camp, youth mission trips, and more. 
Mingled with some new fellowship 
activities, let’s take every opportunity 
to spring forward into community 
with one another!

– Andi Voinovich, Associate Pastor
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Trustees

•	 Landscaping was completed in the 
front yard at the Maple parsonage 
due a weed and thistle problem.

•	A new water heater was installed at 
the Maple parsonage as well as other 
minor repairs at both parsonages.

SOS continues to meet on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:30 a.m. 
There are plenty of projects to assist 
with, both inside and outside of the 
church, no matter what your skill 
level. Many projects just require a 
willing participant and you will be 
guided in how you can assist. Come 
for as long as you can manage. Your 
help is ALWAYS appreciated and 
neeed.
Upcoming events as Spring warms up 
include spreading mulch, weeding, 
and trimming. Stay tuned for these 
special SOS Saturdays.
The Board of Trustees has a limited 
budget for upgrades and repairs. 
We rely on pledges to help fund 
our portion of the budget. Some 
items we continue to discuss in 
hopes of moving forward include: 
painting of the ceiling in the foyer 
and wall on second level outside 
the office and sanctuary; a new 
roof for the Maple parsonage; re-
caulking for the education wing 
windows; tightening the current 
security system with monitoring 
entrance of groups and using key 
fobs and timed entry.
A big thank you to Kurt Hyzy 
and Sue Ann Daniels, who served 
on Trustees and rolled off the 
trustees roster earlier this year. 
We appreciate their dedication, 
knowledge, and service. Sandy 
Mitchell and Jim Gracey are the 
new 2022 Board of Trustees co-
chairs, and other members are: 
Pete Wildman, John Seale, Kurt 
Staley, and Ginger Sanders. We 
could use three more members 
on the Board of Trustees. Our 

The Board of Trustees continue to 
work on prioritizing the “must dos” in 
the church, on the grounds and at the 
parsonages. Imagine having to juggle 
several properties which includes the 
list of repairs and upgrades that go 
with owning that property. We do 
our best to discuss and move forward 
with our known list and of course the 
items that pop up due to emergencies. 
Here are some of the things completed 
recently:
•	We continue to wait for computer 

chips to arrive to complete the boiler 
project. As mentioned before, there 
is an ongoing delay in the arrival 
of the chips due to the supply 
chain issues. The chips are needed 
to control the entire system. Our 
boilers are up and running and 
we are thankful that the building 
is warm when it needs to be, but 
is still requiring help from the 
professionals to make it work at 
its' best. The system is still being 
“tweaked” so please be patient with 
this process as the professionals help 
complete this huge project.

•	 The canopy roof was repaired at the 
West entrance because of an ongoing 
leak.

•	Repaired a leak in the ceiling of the 
foyer when you enter the church. 
The next step is to paint when we 
are sure the repair is 100%.

•	A dead Cottonwood tree was 
removed at the Valley View 
parsonage that was hanging over a 
neighbor’s garage.

•	A fuse box on the sanctuary level 
was replaced.

•	 SOS (Share Our Skills) tree trimming 
and gutter cleaning at Maple and 
Valley View parsonages took place 
in November. 

•	 The group also completed gutter 
cleaning and tree trimming at the 
church and leaf removal from the 
education wing and Chapel roof.

"Must Dos" Completed for the Buildings and Grounds

backgrounds are varied which is 
helpful in decision making. If you are 
interested, please let Pastor Claude 
know so he can bring your name to 
the Nominations Committee. Also, as 
always, if you notice something isn't 
working or requires some attention, 
please let Don Dunham or a member of 
the Trustees know about it. Thank you!  

– Ginger Sanders, past Trustees co-chair
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Giving

Have you signed up to give 
electronically yet? You can give to the 
church at any time and from anywhere 
using the electronic giving program, 
Vanco Faith! Download the app by 
searching “Vanco Faith” in Google 
Play or from the 
Apple app store 
on your phone.
You can also give by texting 
630.812.7062 or you can schedule and 
manage recurring donations. 
For more information, visit our 
website at dgfumc.org/giving 
or contact Carolyn Donnelly at 
630.968.7120, ext. 208 or carolyn@
dgfumc.org.

Grow Your Electronic Giving
Thank you! We are very grateful for 
your continued generosity! After 
announcing our Reconnecting Our 
Ministries campaign in worship two 
weeks ago, we met the initial $15,000 
gap in our budget.
We still have the $48,000 gap that 
our Endowment fund is graciously 
covering this year on a month-to-
month basis. We are so grateful that 
when we asked for your help you 
answered our call to help us continue 
to build momentum as we reconnect 
our ministries due to the pandemic. 
For more about the campaign, please 
visit our website at dgfumc.org/giving.
Giving Options
Choose one of the giving options 
below to give to the Reconnect Our 
Ministries campaign or for all other 
giving: 
• You may still give to the 

Reconnecting Our Ministries 
campaign. Please use the pledge 
card with your accompanying gift 
and mail or drop it off.

Giving

• ACH giving through the Vanco 
Mobile app.

• Visit the giving tab on the website at 
dgfumc.org.

• Text 630.812.7062 using your credit 
card.

We encourage all to give online. If 
you plan to give regularly this year 
(weekly, monthly, or quarterly), we 
encourage you to use the recurring 
giving option.
Every one of your pledges, great or 
small, helps our church maintain our 
programs, staff, worship, educational 
and mission opportunities, and 
historic building.
For more information about online 
giving, visit dgfumc.org/giving 
or contact Carolyn Donnelly at 
630.968.7120, ext. 208 or carolyn@
dgfumc.org.
You can be confident that your 
transactions are secure. Our online giving 
tool meets the recommended standards for 
security and is PCI-DSS compliant and 
encrypted through a 256 bit SSL.

Reconnecting Our Ministries Giving Goal

The Missions, Justice, and Community 
Work Area is planning a Family 
Mission Trip to the Wesley Woods 
Conference Center May 27 – 30. 
This will be a time to provide some 
valuable care to the camp before the 
summer season moves into full swing. 
There will also be opportunities 
to enjoy nature and some family 
activities.

With the DGFUMC 
Summer Camp 
coming only 
a month later, 
this weekend 
experience will 
provide families 
a chance to give 

the camp buildings and grounds a 
much needed make over. There are 
buildings and 
cabins that need 
to be swept and 
cleaned; walls 
that need painting; 
rotten wood that 
needs replacing; 
trails and paths to 
be cleared, raked, 
and rebuilt; decks 
and stairs to be 
pressure washed and stained; mulch 
that needs spreading, lights that need 
replacing, and more.
Come for a day, a few hours, or 
the weekend. All needed tools and 

Missions, Justice & Community
Family Mission Trip Weekend at Lake Geneva

supplies will be provided. There will 
be a nominal cost for meals. Watch for 
more details in Happenings. Contact 
Don Dunham at don@dgfumc.org 
with any questions. 

Pastor John and his daughter, Beth, are 
all smiles at last year's Summer Camp 
and so appreciative of all the volunteers 
who help get camp ready!
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Membership 
Ministry 

If you haven't already, pick up an 
empty bucket in the parlor to fill 
with cleaning supplies for families 
served by the People's Resource 
Center, Sharing Connections, and 
Bridge Communities. A list of 
suggested supplies are  included 
in the bucket. This effort helps 
families with much-needed supplies 
since food stamps cannot be used 
to buy soap or paper products. By 
supplying these items, we boost 
monthly spending allowances for 
food! Return filled buckets to church 
on Sunday, April  3 or 10. This effort 
is organized by the Mission, Justice, 
and Community Work Area.

Spring Cleaning Bucket Drive in Progress

Sunday Movie Matinees
Friday Night at the Movies at the 
Safford home theater are returning 
this spring with a new name and 
time! We are transitioning to Sunday 
afternoons at 2:00 p.m. to make driving 
a little easier for all. Snacks, soft drinks, 
and desserts will also be available. A 
$2 donation is suggested. Limited 
seating is available. Watch Happenings 
for future movies. Call Caryl Safford 
at 630.251.7784 with any questions.

Congregational Care Parties
One of the many gifts of being part 
of a congregation is the community. 
These past few years, our ability to 
reach people virtually has expanded 
our community, yet made it a 
little more difficult to stay closely 
connected. The Membership Work 
Area wants to invite you to join us 
for congregational care parties! Each 
quarter, we’ll gather together, send 
out cards to church friends, and enjoy 
time together. 
Our next gathering will be Monday,  
June 13 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the 
parlor. Write one card or stay the 
whole time. Bring your children as we 
will have coloring materials for them. 
People of all ages are welcome! 

In the Hospital and Like a Visit?
Your clergy team would be happy 
to visit with you and pray with you 
when you find yourself in the hospital. 
Please note that hospitals do not 
call churches like they used to when 
someone is admitted into the hospital 
and they may be limiting visits due to 
COVID situations. If you would like 
a visit, make sure to give the church a 
call or have a loved one call for you.

Missions, Justice & Community

Welcoming the Youngest
Caring Callers 
and the 
Membership 
Work Area seek 
to connect with 
our congregation 
members in a 
variety of ways. 
One of our 
ministries is 
welcoming new babies into this world 
with baby baskets! If you or someone 
you care about has recently had a 
baby, please contact Rosie Roose or 
Pastor Andi so that we can arrange for 
a basket to be delivered. 

Environmental Stewardship 
Sunday Recycling Event
Join the 
Environmental 
Stewardship 
Work Area on 
Sunday, April 24 
from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. 
for an Earth Day celebration! This 
family-friendly event will feature 
a variety of stations and activities 
to help us learn and practice caring 
for the Earth. They will also host 
a recycling center. Bring items 
with you for collection on this day, 
including #6 styrofoam, pull tabs 
from pop can tops, used Brita water 
filters, buttons, plastic bread tags, 
old keys, broken or good crayons, 
ink cartridges, or cell phones you’d 
like to recycle! Weather permitting, 
we will be outside. An alternative 
location will be offered if it’s a rainy 
day. We hope to see you all there!

— Emily Binder, Chair
Environmental Stewardship Work Area

Environmental 
Stewardship

A vanload of filled buckets with cleaning 
supplies is ready for delivery in 2020!

Every year, we offer confirmation 
classes for our seventh and eighth 
graders. In these classes, our youth 
have the opportunity to study scripture 
and learn about Methodist doctrine, 
polity, and history. For adults, some of 
us grew up in other denominations or 
with no relationship to a church. Most 
adults who grew up as Methodists have 

Adult Confirmation 2.0 Meets Monthly
been out of confirmation for quite some 
time! With that in mind, we offer Adult 
Confirmation 2.0 as a way for adults 
to learn more about Methodism and 
scripture. We meet in Room 213 on the 
fourth Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
Join us! Whether you come every month 
or only for topics that interest you, we are 
happy to learn with you! 

A past recycling event
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United Methodist Women

Purchase With a Purpose Gift Card Program

As a member of United Methodist 
Women (UMW), we bring the desire 
to help women around the world have 
the opportunity to provide food for 
their family, to educate their children, 
and the willingness to say “what can 
I do?” It is a passion for doing what is 
right and not apologizing for it.
We also place gift card orders every 
other month (see the article below 
for more details). Our next order 
will be due to Shelly Davenport or 
placed online by April 13. If you 
are interested in placing an order, 
please contact Shelly Davenport at 
630.512.0370 or sdavenportarch@
gmail.com to discuss details.
We have restaurant fundraisers 
planned for each month this spring 
and early summer. The funds raised 

support our efforts to help women and 
children. Make plans to join us for one 
of these fundraisers are: 
• March 29 at Papa Passero’s on Cass 

Avenue in Westmont
• April 26 at City BBQ on Ogden 

Avenue in Downers Grove
• May 17 at Buona Beef on Cass 

Avenue in Darien
• June 14 at Home Run Inn on 
 75th Street in Darien, a take-and-bake 

your own pizza event
We are very hopeful that our annual 
spring luncheon will be held on 
Thursday, April 28 from noon to
2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The 
luncheon is hosted by the Mary 
Elizabeth and Ruth Circles. All are 
welcome to attend.

 
Along with our pledges, the Purchase 
With a Purpose (PWP) gift card 
program is the major fund raiser to 
support the work of United Methodist 
Women making a difference in 
the lives of women and children 
everywhere. 
We purchase gift cards at a discount 
and sell them at face value for you 
to use when you do your regular 
shopping, dining out or for gift giving. 
Think about how you can change 
your shopping to switch to using 
a gift card. Many local restaurants 
accept gift cards and we earn a good 
percentage on most of those cards.
There are many ways that gift cards 
can be useful — keep a gas card in 
your car so that your teen driver 
doesn’t get caught without money and 
an empty tank or have a supply of fast 
food cards to give to someone in need 
or to use yourself. There are so many 
ways gift cards can be used! You can 
order online at shopwithscrip.com or 

by using the order form provided in 
Happenings or from Shelly Davenport.
Please place your online order or 
return the order form no later than 
Wednesday, April 13. We will arrange 
pick-up or delivery of all orders. To 
order, choose one of these options:
• Fill out the order form, enclose a 

check, and mail it or drop it off to 
Shelly Davenport, 6636 Blackstone 
Dr., Downers Grove, IL 60516. 
Checks should be made payable to 
United Methodist Women.

• Call or text Shelly your order at 
630.512.0370. Arrangements for 
receiving payment will be made.

• Email your order to Shelly at 
sdavenportarch@gmail.com. 
Arrangements for receiving 
payment will be made.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Shelly (see email and phone 
listed above).
Thank you for supporting this 
fundraiser and making a difference!

The Lunch Bunch, a lively group 
of senior citizens, meet the second 
Wednesday of every month for fun, 
fellowship, and good food. Join us 
on the following dates: 
   April 13 at 11:30 a.m.
   May 11 at 11:30 a.m.
All seniors are welcome! To reserve 
a seat or schedule a ride, please call 
Bonnie Lehman at 630.308.2259.



We are looking for 
responsible high 
school students to 
be counselors for our 
Summer Camp at 
Wesley Woods from 
Monday, June 27 
through Thursday, 
June 30. If you 
are a student entering 9th through 
12th grades for the fall 2022 school 
year, this is an opportunity for you! 
See the article on page 11 for more 
information. 
You will help campers with different 
activities throughout the day and also 
stay in a lodge with the campers and 
supervise and help them at night. This 
is a very important role at camp! Cost 
is $225 for church members or $250 for 
non-members.
Post-high school students and adults 
are invited to be camp counselors for 
Summer Camp at Wesley Woods too. 
Your role will be to help the campers 
with different activities throughout 
the day along with staying in a lodge 
to assist at night. As a way of covering 
our costs, we are asking students who 
are post high school and adults to 
make a $50 donation.
Contact Deacon John Smoke for more 
information at john@dgfumc.org or 
630.968.7120, ext. 204.
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Sunday, May 1 marks the 
beginning of the DGFUMC 
scholarship season. Scholarship 
applications will be available 
for church members who have 
completed at least one year of 
college. Completed applications 
are due Friday, June 29. There 
will also be envelopes in the 
pews throughout June for 
individuals who want to donate 
to this important ministry. Have 
questions? Contact Deacon Wes 
Dorr at wesley@dgfumc.org or 
630.968.7120, ext. 203.

Scholarships Available
Methodist Men Golfers
You are invited to join the United 
Methodist Men's Golf team when we 
play in the Pine Hollow Open Golf 
Tournament on Saturday, April 23 
at the Downers Grove Golf Club. For 
more information and to sign up, call 
Bruce Swanson at 630.969.2514. Please 
sign up by Wednesday, April 13.

United Methodist Open Golf Tournament
Downers Grove Golf Club

Saturday, September 24, 2011
   Men’s Champion    Matt Herbeck

   Women’s Champion    Peggy Haldeman

   United Methodist Men’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Pete Wildman

   United Methodist Women’s
   Putting Contest Winner   Mary Kay Sheldon

   Low Net Winner     Bob Burgdorfer

   Men’s Longest Drive Winner  Bob Blair-Smith

   Women’s Longest Drive Winner  Anne Utterback

   Closest to the Pin Contest   Bob Blair-Smith

   Foursome Putting Winners  Bud Zwierlein
         Marilyn Harrison
         Paul Runyon
         Dick Needham
         Bob Trojanowski
         Steve Herner
         Peggy Haldeman
         Pete Wildman
         Lucas Schmidt
         Matt Herbeck
         Chuck Andrews

   Prediction Winner    Lucas Schmidt

“The Golf Outing is the highlight of the church year next to Christmas and Easter”
Pine Hollow Rules of Golf Govern All Play

First United Methodist Church
Downers Grove

and movement, changing each week 
to coordinate with our themes. 
A $100 non-refundable registration 
fee and completed application are 
required to secure a space. If you have 
any questions, please contact Nancy 
Bifulco at 630.968.7120, ext. 215 or 
nancy@dgfumc.org,

Preschool registration is open 
for next fall. Our preschool is for 
children who will be 3 or 4 years 
old by September 1, 2022. Classes 
meet on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday from late August to mid-
May. We currently have openings in 
both our 3- and 4-year-old morning 
and afternoon classes. We are also 
excited to offer our new 2-year-old 
class, which will meet on Friday 
mornings. 
Our play-based preschool here at 
First United Methodist Church has 
been here for more than 55 years. 
We believe that children learn best 
through active, self-directed hands-
on play. Activities cover science, art, 
math, language development, music, 

2022-23 Preschool Registration Continues

Keep In Touch with DGFUMC News and Events
Do we have your email? Our weekly Friday email, Happenings, is one of the 
main ways we communicate with our members. We also send out emails with 
important news and updates as needed.
Note: If you are a member and have provided your email address, you should be 
receiving these emails from the church. If not, please send your email address to 
carolyn@dgfumc.org to be added to our list.
Happenings e-newsletter: The deadline to submit information is each 
Wednesday. The e-newsleter is emailed every week. The church office will mail 
a printed copy upon request. 
Publication deadline for the Summer 2022 Tower Bell is May 2, 2022.
Visit Us Online
Website: dgfumc.org
Facebook: facebook.com/dgfumc
YouTube: Visit our website for the link.

For nearly two decades, the Youth 
Ministries of DGFUMC has provided 
a valuable service to individuals in 
the western suburbs by renting tents, 
tables, and chairs for parties and 
celebrations. And, 
a valuable service 
to the high school 
youth of our church. 
This year the 
program will take 
a break and will not be offering this 
fundraising service. 

Youth InTent Program on Hiatus
Prior to the onset of the pandemic, 
the Youth InTent program was at a 
crossroads with only a very small 
dedicated group of adults to oversee 
and coordinate reservations, assistance 
with set-up and deliveries, drive 
the van, and handle logistics. The 
program was scaled back last summer 
and the decision was made to pause 
the program for summer 2022. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Wes Dorr by email at 
wesley@dgfumc.org or by phone at 
630.968.7120, ext. 203. 

High School Summer Camp 
Counselors and Adult Helpers 
Needed



Welcome Campers in 2nd – 9th Grade!
Monday, June 27 – Thursday, June 30
We invite you to add Summer Camp 
dates to your calendars now to be sure 
your family can attend! Camp is located 
at Wesley Woods Conference Center 
in Williams Bay, WI on the beautiful 
shores of Geneva Lake. 
Our theme this year is "What's In A 
Name?" We'll learn about Christ’s grace 
when we make mistakes and how 
God's love greets us when we open our 
hearts. As we grow, learn, and discover 
our true self, we define our own name 
and find our place as a child of God. 
Camp offers children and youth the 
opportunity for fellowship with other 
children, youth, and adults from 
the church and community. It offers 
time to experience God’s creation 
while exploring nature. Camp is also 
a wonderful chance to experience 
Christian community and develop 
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Children and Family

skills for Christian living. Camp lasts 
only one week, but what campers take 
home can last a lifetime! 
Adults and high school youth from 
DGFUMC will provide leadership for 
all activities. There will be time for 
Bible Study, nature activities, games, 
swimming, boating, arts & crafts, 
yoga, music, campfire, and many other 
surprises.
Registration is now open. If your child is 
a first-time 2nd and 3rd grade camper, a 
parent will need to attend camp (parent 
attends at no cost). The registration 
deadline is Friday, June 10 and a $50 
deposit is due at the time of registration, 
with payment in full due by June 25. You 
can use our online giving page to make 
your payments. Register your child in 
the grade they will be entering in fall 
2022. Register early as space is limited! 

— John Smoke, Director,
Children & Family  Ministries

Make Plans to Join Us in June for Summer Camp!

Youth Ministries
Youth Summer Mission Trips 
Join Deacon Wes on these summer 
mission trips!
Cass Community Social Services in 
Detroit, Michigan
June 13 – 16; Cost is $150
All youth entering 7th grade and 
above are welcome on this trip to 
volunteer at Cass Community Social 
Services in Detroit, MI. The Detroit-
based agency works across the city 
in areas of concentrated poverty 
providing programs for food, health, 
housing, and jobs.
We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. 
Monday morning for Detroit. We will 
work Tuesday and Wednesday as 
volunteers at Cass Community Social 
Services. Our youth will spend their 
time working on various projects that 
could include working on a tiny home, 
making doormats out of recycled 
rubber, helping with their lunch 

program, or any other place they may 
need us. On Thursday, we will enjoy 
sightseeing in Detroit and head home. 
We will return to Downers Grove on 
Thursday by 10:00 p.m.
Information on Cass Community 
Social Services is on their website at 
casscommunity.org. 
Appalachia Service Project
July 16 – 24; Cost is $400
On this trip, we will be traveling 
and working alongside the youth 
from First United Methodist Church 

Youth in mission on their way to provide 
food in Atlanta.

in Evanston. The mission work will 
be focused on home repair and 
construction. All youth entering 8th 
grade and above are welcome. Visit 
asphome.org for more about the 
Appalachia Service Project. There are 
only six spots available for youth and 
one more spot for a chaperone. 
A $50 deposit is requested to hold a 
space for these trips. Sign-up links are 
available in Happenings. To make a 
deposit, visit dgfumc.org/giving, go to 
the Youth section, and use the youth 
program link to hold your space. Please 
write mission trip in the memo line. 
Scholarships are available. Feel free to 
contact me if you have any questions 
at wesley@dgfumc.org or 630.968.7120, 
ext. 203.

— Wes Dorr, Pastor, Youth Ministries



Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4848

SUNDAY WORSHIP
  8:15 a.m. Chapel
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary and Online on YouTube

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday – 10:00 a.m.

MESSY CHURCH
Second Sunday of the month – 11:00 a.m.

STAFF
Rev. Claude R. King, Sr., Senior Pastor
Rev. Andi Voinovich, Associate Pastor
Rev. John Smoke, Director of  
        Children & Family Ministries
Rev. Wesley Dorr, Pastor of Youth Ministries
Nancy Bifulco, Preschool Director
Carolyn Donnelly, Financial Secretary
Don Dunham, Building Superintendent
Deb Hinrichs, Communications Director
Linda Petrie, Office Administrator          

CONTACT US
630.968.7120
Website: dgfumc.org
Email: dgfumc@dgfumc.org

Maundy Thursday – April 14
7:00 p.m. 

Communion Service

Good Friday Tenebrae Service – April 15
7:30 p.m.

featuring our Chancel Choir 

Easter Day – Sunday, April 17
8:15 a.m. 

Traditional service in the Sanctuary
featuring our Chapel Choir

10:00 a.m. 
Online and in-person worship featuring our 

Chancel Choir and a Brass Ensemble 

We Invite You to Join Us for Easter Services!

More details about special services are inside!

From Left: Pastor John, Deacon Wes, Pastor Andi, and 
Pastor Claude on Easter, 2019. 


