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Reminders of Strength and Promise—Pastor Claude R. King
“Unless you
change and
become like
children, you
will never enter
the kingdom
of heaven.
Whoever
becomes
humble like
this child is
the greatest in
the kingdom of
heaven...'"
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Two words come to my mind as I write
this — trust and humbleness. I think about
trust because that is what God wants us to
have when we remember the promises that
God has given to us throughout the Bible,
especially from Jesus, nearly all of which
we have experienced individually and
collectively.
We trust in God’s promise to bless us all as
God’s people through Abraham, both his
descendants, and we who are spiritually
adopted into that promise through our
faith in God. Another promise is if we
want God and look for God, God will
be available to us. Also, the promise that
God will supply our needs and give us
abundant life here on earth and eternally
in God’s presence in spirit form. And we
trust in the promise to be saved from our
sins because Christ died for our sins out of
unconditional love for us.
I think about humbleness because we are
being called to change ourselves through
our willingness to embody the teachings
of Jesus, as it was written, “He called a
child, whom he put among them, and said,
‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and
become like children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes
humble like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.’” Matthew 18:2–4
NRSV.
The word humble is both an adjective
and a verb. It describes our modest,
respectful, gentle, patient, unpretentious,
and peaceable demeanor. Also, as an action
word, we are humble when we show how
we act out the original Latin root word of
humilis, meaning low or lowly, it comes
from humus, meaning ground or soil.
Acting humble is lowering ourselves
willfully, not thinking we are more

important than God who created us
nor any other person who God created
and loves equally and unconditionally.
Those two words should serve as
constant reminders of what gives us the
strength to continue with hope trusting
in God’s promises to lead us through
the pandemic as we continue learning
new ways of doing ministry, knowing
the same God of the ages has led us
through yet another year of pandemic
successfully.
We are worshipping together more often
and planning to have robust Advent
and Christmas worship experiences this
year. Our desire to reconnect through
gathering in person more often than
we did last year is exciting because it is
happening!
However, creating a framework for
maintaining closer connections with
people who are not able to attend
in person or are more comfortable
attending worship online, but especially
those who are not worshiping with us
in either of those ways, is a high priority
as we approach winter. Prioritizing
connecting with our unseen members
and friends will help to brighten their
hopes and expectations for spiritual
renewal.
As we manage new ways of achieving
our goals in ministry, along with our
safety measures, we will need to utilize
more of our creative gifts together
with becoming humble like a child
being vulnerable as we reach out to
others through our weaknesses that
reveal more of our truest self to build
relationships that are meaningful to the
people we love and care for but have not
seen as much of lately. Amen!

Celebrating

our lives together
In Memoriam
John Cermak
August 14, 2021
Axel Lindstrand
September 9, 2021
Daniel Wenc
September 30, 2021
Leanne Rolfe
October 2, 2021
Bradley Patten
October 5, 2021

Seasonal Celebrations

The holiday season is upon us, and with the new season comes many activities
and church celebrations. We invite you to join us in celebration!

Brighten the Sanctuary with a Poinsettia
Help us to brighten the
sanctuary this Christmas by
purchasing a beautiful poinsettia!
There are envelopes in the narthex
to be used for ordering poinsettias. If
you would like to purchase a plant for
$16, please fill out the information on
the front of the envelope and enclose
a check.
If you would like your plant to be
in memory or honor of someone,
please indicate that person(s) on the
envelope. Place your order in the

offering plate on Sunday or bring it to
the church
office. You
may also
order in
online using
the Google
form link
provided in
Happenings
each week.
Please note
that all orders
are due by Wednesday, December 15.

The Giving Tree

Baptisms
Kelsey Elizabeth
daughter of Ashley & Jeffrey Burger
Makenna Marilyn
son of Rachael & Jake Debus
Carter Reed
son of Kim & Chris Dortwegt

In December, tags with giving options for DuPagePads
families and individuals and those who visit Alex's Mission
in Downers Grove are hung on the Giving Tree in the church
parlor. We are collecting warm weather gear including gloves,
long underwear, socks, and hats. We are also collecting gift
cards. Thank you to all for your generous support of Kids
Above All during th children's collection earlier this season!

Margot Ann
daughter of Meghan & Erik Jacobson
Charles Martin
son of Amanda & Derek Sanderson

Weddings
Anne Green & Shawn Anaya
daughter of Lynne and Daniel Green
Laura Green & Ian Correll
daughter of Lynne and Daniel Green
Claire Pitstick & Armando Sanchez
daughter of Lenore and Mark Pitstick
Mickey Stromberg & Richard Jones

New Members
LeeAnn Clark
Joy Doran
Tom & Cathy Lykins
Carrie Wiggins

Coming Seasonal Celebrations
We journey through many different
worship seasons in the coming year
as we observe the seasons of Lent,
Easter, and Pentecost. This year, the
Lenten journey begins in March.
We will feature a worship service
program through these seasons to
help us more fully understand and
appreciate the life and resurrection
of Jesus Christ and his impact on our
lives today.

Ash Wednesday - March 2
First Sunday in Lent - March 6
two
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As we did in 2019, join us for Christmas
Eve worship in person this year!

Sunday Worship Service Winter Schedule

Advent, the season of waiting and preparing room in our hearts for the Gift of Christ, began on Sunday, November 28. We
will mark the season with Advent candle lighting in our worship services. Sanctuary decorations and Advent banners and
greenery greet us this season. Special music invites us into this wonderful time of year. And, then, we will share in the
wonder that is Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Christ followed by the commemoration of the coming of the Magi to
the holy family through the season of Epiphany. We invite you and your family to join us for these joyous celebrfations!
December 21 — Blue Christmas service
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel
For many, especially those who have lost a loved one, or are in other times
of struggle, the Christmas season is difficult. This special Blue Christmas
service will include remembering those we hold in our hearts and hearing
the promise of comfort, hope, and peace that Christmas proclaims. All are
welcome to join us.
December 24 — Christmas Eve Services
All of our Christmas Eve services will be streamed live on YouTube using the same link
as Sunday morning worship.
4:00 p.m. — Family Service
Specially designed for children and their families, this service will feature our
four children's choirs. Pastor John will provide the message.
9:00 p.m. service — Traditional Candelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring the Chancel Choir and a
candelight carol-sing.
11:00 p.m. service — Traditional Candelight Service
Greet the first moments of Christmas morning with a traditional Christmas
Eve service featuring the Chapel Choir and a candelight carol-sing.
December 26 — First Sunday after Christmas
"Jammin' in our Jammies" service at 10:00 a.m. featuring our favorite
Christmas carols! Please note there is no 8:15 a.m. service on this day.
January 2 — Epiphany Sunday — 10:00 a.m.
Sacrament of Holy Communion. We celebrate the Light of Christ that has
come into the world.

The Chrismon Tree
The ornaments that adorn our tree in
the Sanctuary are called Chrismons,
a name derived from combining
the words Christ and monogram.
Chrismons, the monograms of
Christ, are interdenominational in
design and are simple copies of early
Christian symbols. All Chrismons
are made in either white or gold
or in combination of these two
colors. White is the liturgical color
of Christmas and it also suggests
the purity and perfection of Jesus
Christ. Gold symbolizes the glory
and majesty of God and the Son of
God as derived from Biblical usage.
Sometimes for emphasis, certain
Chrismons will have a touch of
color. Red is used to remind us of the
blood Christ shed for our sins, green

Blue Christmas Service

Tuesday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.
The holiday season is often a time
of nostalgia. That nostalgia can be
positive, filled with favorite
memories of loved ones and
traditions. Sometimes though, it
can also bring forward grief: grief
of loved ones who are no longer
with us, of estranged relationships,
hardships in life, or just seasonal
depression. If you find yourself
needing space to acknowledge
your grief in this season, we invite
you to join us for a Blue Christmas
Service on Tuesday, December 21
at 7:00 p.m. in the chapel. All are
welcome to participate.

Offering Envelopes Available

is for new life, and blue is for the
water used in baptism. The lights are
white to remind us of the light Christ
brought into the world when he
was born.
May you find the peace of God and
joy in His Word as you view these
reminders of His love for all.

Offering envelopes for 2022 are now
available for those who requested
them. To make arrangements to pick
up your envelopes, please contact
the church office at 630.968.7120
on weekdays or email Carolyn
at carolyn@dgfumc.org to arrange
a day and time to pick them up. We
can also mail them.
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Music to Celebrate the Season
Christmas Cantata features a Christmas Carol Celebration

Sunday, December 5, 10:00 a.m.

The DGFUMC musicians offered
an in-person cantata program as
the worship service for Sunday,
December 5 at 10:00 a.m.
We hope those of you who
attended and those who gathered
at home to watch enjoyed this
special festive Sunday service! The
cantata was offered just in time to
renew our Christmas spirits!

Music for Christmas Eve

Program highlights included the
Chancel Choir members singing
their favorite carols, vocal solos, a
special youth choir piece, and the
very festive and unique four hands
for piano piece by Joy Doran and
Pattie Barnes.
If you were unable to join us, we
hope you look for the Christmas
Cantata on our website and on

YouTube to ensure your holiday spirit
lasts the whole season!

Encore!
Watch

Handbell Lights for
Christmas Concert

Happenings
for more
information
about the
Encore! concert to benefit Bridge
Board coming on February 27.

Chapel Choir
Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 12
4:00 p.m.

Please join the Chapel
Choir as they present their Christmas
Concert Christmas Blessings. This
program of uplifting holiday sounds
will be directed by Nick Loos and
accompanied by Kevin Zehme.
Admission is free, but donations are
sincerely appreciated. All money
raised supports the Chapel Choir.
four
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On December 20, our
handbell musicians,
masked and in person,
presented their annual
Holiday spectacular,
"Handbell Lights for
Christmas" concert.
The program treated
listeners to sparkling
handbell music
including Ding Dong, Merrily on High,
Patapan, O Little Town of Bethlehem,
For Unto Us a Child is Born, and the
sizzing West Indies Carol. The inimitable
concert harpist, Julie Spring, also played
her own scintillating carols. The music
was enjoyed by many! Visit YouTube
and search Worship Music
FUMC, Downers Grove, IL
to view the concert!		
– Pattie Barnes,
Handbell Ensembles Director

Our choirs will be with us this
Christmas Eve! But, we also will
bring you our choirs virtually to
help us celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ, our Saviour. We will offer
all of our services on YouTube as a
livestream and after. Members of
the Angel, Cherub, Chorister, and
Connection Choirs will perform at
the 4:00 p.m. service. The Chancel
Choir will sing at 9:00 p.m. and the
Chapel Choir will be with us for the
11:00 p.m. service.

Can’t make it Sunday Morning?
Want to see our musical events?

Our live-streamed worship service
is available to view on our website
at dgfumc.org and our YouTube
channel. Click on YouTube and search
for "Worship Music FUMC Downers
Grove, IL." Recordings of past worship
services on Zoom are available on
facebook.com/dgfumc and our website.

Ringers on Retreat

Tower bell ringers attended a retreat on Saturday, October 23 led by Chris Dortwegt, musician, music teacher, and church
member. The Chancel Choir (photo above) and Westminister Ringers (right photo) enjoyed their day together!

Worship

Worship Volunteers Needed
The Worship Committee is looking
to fill these important roles for our
worship services:
Ushers and Greeters
welcome people to
worship services, pass out bulletins,
answer questions, and serve as a
friendly face to assist in many ways
before, during, and after worship
service. We are looking to create a
committed team of people to serve on
a rotating basis throughout the year.
The AV and Sound team members
moniter the cameras, sound board,
and online worship for Sunday
worship services at 10:00 a.m. We have
a very small team who really need
your help and will train you in this
fun and creative ministry!

A Moment of Thanks!

A big shout out to all of those that worked on cleaning, mending, and
reshaping all of the pew cushions that you now see in the church. All the
volunteers worked diligently and behind the scenes and the cushions magically
appeared in our church pews! Your hard work does not go unnoticed! Thank
you from the bottom of our hearts (and bottoms)! Don Colby led the effort, and
Joanne Colby, Devra and Don Dunham, Patrick, Carolyn, and Becky Donnelly,
Sue Goad, and Tyler, Evan, Kayleigh & John Loo lent helping hands.
		
-– Your Board of Trustees and Worship Committee

If you have questions or are interested
in helping in any of these rewarding
volunteer roles, reach out to Dave
Donahue at davidd133@comcast.net
or 847.977.5582 or contact the church
office at dgfumc@dgfumc.org.
Flower Orders are Back! To order
flowers for the altar to honor or
remember a loved one or friend, visit
the sign-up sheets available in the
Narthex or contact the church office.
The Tower Bell Winter 2021–22
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Membership Ministry
Caring Callers Update

Caring Callers Connection Ministry
welcomed five newly
trained members to
the active group of 20
team members. This
fall, the team delivered
about 50 bags containing colorful fall
leaves, mini pumpkins, tea, treats, and
a note of thankfulness to members
at home. We are always open to
welcoming new callers! If you would
like to offer connection to others in our
community, let us know!
The Caring Callers continue to
celebrate the births of new babies in

our community
too. If you or a
loved one has
recently had
a baby, let us
know! We have
a special basket
we’d like to
give to you.
Calls, cards, and
visits continue A basket ready for a baby!
and another little delivery of goodies
will be made nearer to Christmas.
Would you or someone you know
benefit from connection with one
of our Caring Callers? Let us know!
Contact Rosie Roose at trroose@aol.com
or Pastor Andi at andi@dgfumc.org.

Research Study Participants Invited to Provide Insights

Leah Faber, a young adult who grew
up in our congregation, is working
on her clinical psychology doctorate
degree at Midwestern University.
She is currently collecting data for
her dissertation study on the topic of
loneliness in older adults and how it
is connected to mental health and life
satisfaction.

She invites adults 65+ years of age to
participate in her research. Results
can help us better understand the
experience of loneliness and help to
increase life satisfaction in older adults.

Participation involves completing
questionnaires that ask questions
about loneliness, emotions, and life
satisfaction. The questions should
take only about 20 to 30 minutes.
Participation is entirely voluntary
and you only need to answer the
questions you want. All data will
remain anonymous. You are free to
stop participating at any time.

Foam #6: Keep on
Recycling!
After the very successful recycling
drive this September, the Green Team
hopes to sponsor another drive for #6
foam products in the new year.
Until that
time, keep
on saving
your #6
foam. If
you want
to recycle Photo taken February 2020.
it on your own, package your products
in a clear plastic bag and bring it all
to DART Industries at 310 Evergreen
Dr. in North Aurora. Drop off is open
24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
Visit their website,
dartcontainer.com,
to learn more about
their recyclable and
reusable products.

Once foam is
dropped off at
Dart, it is then compacted and shipped
to a company that will use it to make
new materials such as building
insulation, safe in landfills, and burn
If you are interested or have questions, cleanly in modern municipal energyfrom-waste facilities.”
call Leah at 630.956.6332 or email her
at lfaber54@midwestern.edu. Thanks
for your consideration!

Preschool Registration is Open for 2022–2023
It is time to register your child for
the First United Methodist Preschool
for the 2021 – 2022 school year. Our
preschool is for children who will be
either 3 or 4 years old by September 1,
2022. Classes for meet on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday mornings
or afternoons from early September
to mid-May. New in fall 2022, our
preschool also will add a class for
two-year-olds (turn three by March 1,
2023/older 2s), the program will meet
once a week on Friday mornings.
Registration is open now for church
members. A $100 non-refundable
registration fee and completed
six
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application are required to secure a
space. This registration is for church
members who have joined First
United Methodist Church. Open
registration for the general public
and non-church members begins
Sunday, January 3, 2022 from 2:00 –
4:00 p.m.
A certified copy of your child's
birth certificate is required by
the Department of Child and
Family Services. For a copy of the
registration form or if you have any
questions, please contact Nancy
Bifulco, the preschool director, at
630.968.7120, ext. 215 or by email at

nancy@dgfumc.org. Classroom visits
may be arranged by appointment.
— Nancy Bifulco, Preschool Director

Trustees
Priorities and Plans

returning over the past 18+ months.
Beginning in November, up to 30
parking spaces for a construction
company’s (OPUS) employees are
reserved and will positively impact
the church’s income due to the
parking rental income for the next
several months, possibly even a
year. This was unknown when last
year’s budget process was underway
so we're grateful!

Listed below are some of the items
completed or in the process are as
follows:
• A leak was repaired in a pipe in
the electrical room off the gym for
the cost of more than $9,100. This
needed repair had to be coordinated
when the boilers were being worked
on as well.
• Boilers and duct work have been
completed and they have also
completed most of the valve
installation. The company that
installed the boilers is going
through the church to change out
the thermostats and install the new
control system. We continue to be
thankful that this will be completed
before needing to actually turn on
the new boilers. By the time this
information is received, everything
will be up and running.
• We are reviewing quotes to repair
the canopy roof at the front entrance
and also the caulking of the church
windows. These have been on the
priority list for years.
• Continue to complete repair work/
make upgrades at the parsonages as
the need arises.
• Continue to review all requests for
shared space agreements. Income
is higher than budgeted as it was
difficult to determine who would be

• At each meeting, we continue to
update our priority list and make
decisions about what needs to be
repaired, what items we can move
forward on, and what we can delay,
just like you would do in your own
home.
• S.O.S (Share Our Skills) continues to
meet on the third Saturday of each
month at 8:30 a.m. There are plenty
of projects to assist with, both inside
and outside of the church, no matter
what your skill level. Come for as
long as you can manage. Your help
is always appreciated.
The current trustees are: Kurt Staley
and Ginger Sanders as co-chairs,
Kurt Hyzy, Sue Ann Daniels, Sandy
Mitchell, John Seale, Jim Gracey, and
Pete Wildman. If you notice something
not working or requiring attention,
please bring it to Don Dunham, the
staff building superintendent, or a
member of the Trustees. Thank you!
– Ginger Sanders,
Co-Chair, Board of Trustees

The Share Our Skills (S.O.S.) volunteers
work on all types of projects each month.
Old alters were moved (photo above)
to repair the pipe in the electrical room
off the gym and then Pete Wildman, Kurt
Staley, John Seale, and Don Dunham
moved them back into storage.
At the front of the church, Pete Wildman,
Kurt Staley, Ed Dunn, and
Ginger Sanders trimmed trees.

Giving
Commitment Pledge Goals for 2022
We are 89.6% of the way to our
pledge goals for the 2022 campaign.
We have $103,759 left to raise. If
you still need to turn in your pledge
commitment cards, please do so as
soon as possible so that we may make
our budget. Pledge commitment cards
are available on the giving tab of the

$795,000

church website, or
you may just email
the information to
Carolyn Donnelly
at carolyn@
dgfumc.org. For
more information,
call Carolyn at 630.968.7120, ext. 208.
Current

$691,241 (89.6%)

$103,759 left to go
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Adult Education
This fall,
several Bible
studies and
book studies
were offered by
the pastors and
our resident
scholar.
Our
congregation
is blessed to
have a resident
seminary
professor, theologian, and author in
our midst who is willing to share his
gifts with us! This November, two
opportunities to learn with and from
Rev. Dr. Osvaldo Vena were offered.
In November, Rev. Dr. Vena began
leading a Bible study on Zoom on the

relevancy of the Book of Daniel for
today. Dr. Vena also authored a new
book, Postcards from Egypt: Reimagining
Jesus in the Gospel of Mark, and offered
a one-day discussion after worship
about the book.
Pastor Claude offered an 8-week,
small-group book study with a
special focus on the importance of
unity for the Church’s witness on
the book Our Purpose Is Love—and
the group examined John Wesley’s
understanding of God’s love and
challenges to exemplify that love in
our churches and in our world. The
group discussed how people have the
vague concept that to reflect divine
love means to “be nice” to others.
The group explored how to treat our
neighbors in a way that mirrors the

Adult Trivia Night in the Pumpkin
Patch
Members of our Adult Education
Work Area held a fun and challenging
Trivia Night in the Pumpkin Patch this
fall. A fun time was had by all!
We celebrated the joyous return
of all our choirs in worship on
Sunday, October 31! Each of our
choirs sang and the bell choirs
played for the service. We missed
this wonderful day last year and
throughly enjoy having our musical groups back in person in the
sanctuary!
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Pastor Andi offers a monthly Bible
Baggage Book Group. While for
some, church and the Bible have been
sources of comfort, compassion, and
transformation, for others, they have
brought great harm. Need space to
explore different interpretations of
scripture and alternative theologies
than those you grew up with? Looking
for a group that welcomes your
questions, doubts, and ideas?
This group meets the fourth Monday
of each month at the Downers Grove
Public Library in Conference Room A
at 7:00 p.m. Each month, a different
book and topic related to church or
scripture is discussed.

Advent Insights
Choir Dedication Sunday

eight

compassionate, grace-giving heart of
God.

Pastor Claude will host “Advent
Insights” discussions in December
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 8, Monday, December 13,
and Wednesday, December 22. Please
join him on Zoom (see the link in
Happenings) for an informal discussion
about your insights regarding the
Advent themes of Hope/Faith, Peace,
Love, and Joy, in our turbulent world
and how we are living them out daily.
Bring your questions, thoughts, and
open minds and hearts for the group as
we discuss and connect during Advent!

Gift Giving from the Heart

The holiday season often can overwhelm us. With all the frenzy surrounding shopping and sales, it is
hard to remain focused on the true purpose of Christmas: God's gift to us, Jesus Christ. DGFUMC offers
the following gift giving opportunities this year to help you experience a more peaceful and purposeful
Christmas time.

Alternative Gifts to Benefit UPAVIM and Heifer International

UPAVIM
The Missions, Justice,
and Community
Work Area (MJC) is
promoting beautiful
crafts handmade
by the artisans of the UPAVIM
(United for a Better Life) cooperative
in Guatemala in the parlor once
again this holiday season including
jewelry, Christmas ornaments, kitchen
accessories, and much more to delight
your family and friends and make a
difference in our world. The members
of UPAVIM have seen a large drop
in sales during the pandemic and
purchasing gifts is one of the best
ways we can stand in solidarity with
them during this stressful time.

When you purchase these crafts, you
empower the women of La Esperanza
in Guatemala City by giving them an
opportunity to improve the quality
of life for themselves and for their
families through access to education,
employment opportunities, health care
services and programs for personal
and professional development.
Heifer International
Heifer International works with
farming communities around the
world to find sustainable solutions
to end hunger and poverty. Their
values-based, holistic, and community
development approach helps
communities become the drivers of
their own change. In the past, many of
you have donated to Heifer's Living

United Methodist Women
As a member of United Methodist
Women (UMW), we bring the desire
to help women around the world
have the opportunity to provide food
for their family and to educate their
children. We ask ourselves about our
willingness to say, “what can I do?”
It is a passion for doing what is right
and not apologizing for it.
We planned our annual Christmas
Tea, and held it virtually this year. We
shared a devotion and a game or two.
All who joined us were invited to grab
their cup of tea and a cookie and sit
in front of their computer monitor to
enjoy some Christmas cheer together.
Kids Above All were grateful for all
of the school supplies our church
donated to help the kids they serve

have the
essentials they
needed to
succeed this
fall.
We are placing
gift card orders
every other
month right
now. Our next
order will be in early February. If you
are interested in placing an order,
please contact Shelly Davenport at
630.512.0370 or sdavenportarch@
gmail.com to find our more.
We plan to have restaurant fundraisers
in the new year. Watch for details!
— Shelly Davenport, UMW President

Gift program, and some will recall the
plaques that hang in the west stairwell
recognizing our congregation's giving.
This Advent season, MJC partnered
with Children and Family Ministries
to Fill the Ark
to end hunger
and poverty
while caring
for the Earth.
Help us fill the
ark by making
a donation to
Heifer on our
church website at dgfumc.org/giving
or making a check to DGFUMC with
Heifer International in the memo line.
To learn more, visit their website at
heifer.org!

Giving
Grow Your Electronic Giving

You can give to the church at any
time and from anywhere using the
electronic giving program, Vanco Faith
(previously Give Plus)!
Download
the app by
searching
“Vanco Faith” in Google Play or from
the Apple app store on your phone.
You can also give by texting
630.812.7062 or you can schedule and
manage recurring donations.
For more information, visit our
website at dgfumc.org/giving
or contact Carolyn Donnelly at
630.968.7120, ext. 208 or carolyn@
dgfumc.org.
The Tower Bell Winter 2021–22
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DuPage Pads Re-imagined
Dear Friends in Faith:
Thanks to a foundation that began
with years of support from
congregations like yours, DuPagePads
is excited to announce that the Spring
of 2022 will mark the opening of our
new Interim Housing Center, a place
where families and individuals can
check in to a safe room of their own.
A 130-room, repurposed hotel just
off of I-88, on Butterfield Road, this
property will bring warm beds and
COVID-safe rooms for individuals and
families suffering from homelessness.
As you have been a friend to our
guests for so long, we hope that you
will be part of this monumental step.
In the next few months, we’ll be
developing opportunities for faith
communities to sign up for Host
Nights, where you can choose a night
to provide a meal, assist with laundry
and shelter operations, and bring
breakfast items for those in our care.
We’ll have volunteer opportunities
where you can continue to help our
guests on their path to a safe home of
their own: You can sign up to tutor,
give out toiletries and warm clothing

to those who need the resources, and
assist with shelter operations. We can’t
wait to connect with all of you to share
more as our plans progress!
To learn more about our work, or to
be the first on our list when sign-up
opens for Host Nights, please visit
volunteer.dupagepads.org and add
“Interim Housing Center” to your fan
locations for volunteering; or drop
me an email at aredzic@dupagepads.
org. I would be delighted to connect
with you, and am honored to have the
chance to lead our staff in a project
that would not have been possible
without your support.
Wishing you warmth, joy and many
blessings.
April Redzic,
President and CEO of DuPagePads
Carolyn Donnelly, our church liaison to
Pads, shared this letter and offered the
news that we will be coordinating efforts
for our church in the coming year to foster
host nights and other services we may
want to offer in light of this information.
Look for more information in Happenings.

Pumpkin Patch Trivia, Movies, Stories, and Fun

Members of our church family and
the community gathered in the
pumpkin patch again this year!
In addition to selling pumpkins,
we held a Fall Fest on Saturday,
October 23. We hosted a Trunk-orTreat; storytime with the Downers
Grove Public Library; and watched
the classic movie, It's the Great
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!
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Homeless Ministry Update: Alex's
Mission Work Going Strong
The efforts of Alex's Mission,
the homeless ministry started by
concerned Downers Grove residents,
is located in the building next to
the First Congregational Church
in Downers Grove. Called The
Community Kitchen, the efforts are
now supported by DuPagePads.

Volunteers continue to help serve
meals, and provide clothing and
toileteries to those in need (see photo
above). Church members continue
to serve breakfast weekly to those
individuals without shelter and will
soon transition to serving evening
meals. Many people who have been
helped by Alex's Mission now reside
in DuPagePads housing, so it's been a
successful venture.

Missions, Justice, and Community Outreach

Pumpkin Sales Thanks!

Thank you to
everyone who
helped with the
pumpkin patch
fundraiser! With
pumpkin and cookie
purchases and donations, and your
support, we reached our fundraising
goals. We donated more than $2,000 to
DuPagePads!

We had a great time meeting others
in our community during pumpkin
patch time. We are grateful for those
who unloaded the pumpkin truck,
volunteered in the patch, made signs,
decorated, spread the word, created
our photo area, baked cookies, and so
much more! We love this season and
hope you enjoyed it too! Thank you for
being part of this community ministry!
– Pastor Andi and Deacon Wes

Youth Ministries

Youth activities this fall included a variety of
activities: confirmation classes, Chapel Choir
rehearsals, a very successful confirmation
retreat to Reynoldswood in Dixon, and more.

CROPWalk Success! Members of our church community participated in the annual
CROP Hunger Walk this fall. Thank you to everyone who walked and donated! We raised
nearly $10,000 to help stock our local food banks, and for national and international
organizations to fight hunger in the world. More than 40 people participated in the walk,
including many young people from Deacon Wes’s confirmation classes.

Keep In Touch with DGFUMC News and Events
Do we have your email? Our weekly Friday email, Happenings, is one of the
main ways we communicate with our members. We also send out emails with
important news and updates occasionally.
Note: If you are a member and have provided your email address, you should
be receiving these emails from the church. If not, please send your email
address to carolyn@dgfumc.org to be added to our list.
Happenings e-newsletter: The deadline to submit information is each
Wednesday. The e-newsleter is emailed every week. The church office will mail
a printed copy upon request.
Publication deadline for the Spring 2021 Tower Bell is January 24, 2022.
Visit Us Online
Website: dgfumc.org
Facebook: facebook.com/dgfumc
YouTube: Visit our website for the link.
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Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove, IL 60515-4848

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:15 a.m. Chapel
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary and Online on YouTube
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday – 10:00 a.m.
MESSY CHURCH
Second Sunday of the month – 11:00 a.m.
STAFF
Rev. Claude R. King, Sr., Senior Pastor
Rev. Andi Voinovich, Associate Pastor
Rev. John Smoke, Director of
Children & Family Ministries
Rev. Wesley Dorr, Pastor of Youth Ministries
Nancy Bifulco, Preschool Director
Carolyn Donnelly, Financial Secretary
Don Dunham, Building Superintendent
Deb Hinrichs, Communications Director
Dave Neve, Music Coordinator
Linda Petrie, Office Administrator
CONTACT US
630.968.7120
Website: dgfumc.org
Email: dgfumc@dgfumc.org

Christmas Eve Worship — Friday, December 24
4:00 p.m. – Children and Family Service
A worship celebration specially geared for children and families,
with music provided by members of the Angel, Cherub,
Chorister, and Connection Choirs. Rev. John Smoke will provide
the message.
9:00 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Service
A traditional Christmas Eve service featuring our Chancel Choir
and a candlelight carol-sing.
11:00 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Service
Greet the first moments of Christmas morning with a traditional
Christmas Eve service featuring the Chapel Choir.

Special Services

Tuesday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.
A Blue Christmas service with time for reflection
and remembering those we hold in our hearts
with Pastor Andi.
Sunday, December 26
One service: 10:00 a.m.
"Jammin' in our Jammies" service at 10:00 a.m.
featuring our favorite Christmas carols! Please
note there is no 8:15 a.m. service.
Sunday, January 2, 2022
The Season of Epiphany begins
We will celebrate the Light of Christ that has
come into the world and holy communion.

