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Dates to Remember 

  A Note From UMW Co- Presidents                                      
Rebecca Paulsen and Jennica Smoke  

United Methodist Women Newsletter                   March 2010 

Dear UMW Sisters, 
 
 I want to start with THANK YOU!!  February was a big UMW month.  
First, on February 6, we hosted approximately 100 women for the District 
Leadership Training event.  Then, on February 11, we had our General 
Meeting.  They were both amazing events!  They were amazing because of 
all of the time and energy put into them by so many people.  Thank You! 
 Since we are in the midst of Lent, I wanted to highlight A Call To 
Prayer and Self Denial.  Our Unit usually does this program during the  
season of Lent.  Each Circle will have the program at its March meeting 
and then take the collection at the April meeting.  Each year the money 
goes to help different areas of need around the world.  This year the theme 
is “Property Makes Mission Possible!”  The funds we raise will go toward 
capital expenditures at mission institutions, such as community centers, 
women’s residences, schools and many others facilities.  The money will 
go to expand these facilities as well as for repairs and renovations.  Please 
prayerfully consider your Prayer and Self Denial offering. 
 On a more personal note, I hope that each of you is having a   
meaningful and holy Lent.  Lent has always been a struggle for me         
because I get so caught-up in the thing that I am giving up that I lose the 
meaning of Lent.  Cindi Roselieb gave a wonderful Lenten program at our 
February Rachel Circle meeting.  The program and discussion helped me 
to focus more on clearing my mind and taking time to be quiet and listen.  
Cindi shared a wonderful prayer with us that has really stuck with me and I 
would like to share it with you.  I use it to clear my mind of the many       
distractions that take away the true quiet time. 
 

 Oh God, let something essential happen to me, something more than    
interesting or entertaining or thoughtful. Oh God, let something essential 

happen to me, something awesome, something real. Speak to my         
condition, Lord and change me somewhere inside where it matters.         

Let something happen which is my real self, Oh God. 
—Ted Loder 

  
May this important season of Lent be a time of centering for all of us. 
 
Jennica Smoke 
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Rachel Circle  
Meets in Chapel Hall- 4th Thursday 9:00 am  

 Rachel Circle had 11 women at our February meeting. We welcomed two, hopefully new, 
members Dana Sharrett and Maggie Roth. It was exciting to have new faces and voices mixed in 
with our familiar ones. 
 Our meeting was filled with interesting discussions. Starting with Jennica's Response    
Moment from the January 2010 issue. You should check out the  editorial 'Responsively Yours' 
and wonder why can't change be the norm in life. This segued perfectly to the article on Clergy 
Spouses.  
 Cindi put a lot of hard work into our program on Lenten Reflections. We all came away with 
something to think about and glad that we had spent that time together. 
 We meet again on March 25th.  
 
Circle Coordinator– Heather Cerne 

Mary Elizabeth Circle 
Meets in Chapel Hall-4th Wednesday 1:00pm  

 The members of Ruth Circle began their “get together” with refreshments and fellowship.  
The meeting convened with Julie’s devotions and Response Moment.  Shirley read the birthdays 
and mission focus for the day from the Prayer Calendar.   Leanne gave the program on one of the 
United Methodist Women studies, Native Americans.  She took the study at the Winter School of 
Christian Mission last January; so she shared her impressions and handouts that she brought 
home with her.   She concluded the lesson and meeting with a story she read -- “The Wing” by 
Ray Buckley. 
  Next month, March 25, the circle will have the Prayer and Self Denial Program entitled, 
Property Makes Mission Possible! 
 
Circle Coordinator—Leanne Rolfe 
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Ruth Circle  
Meets in Chapel Hall- 4th Thursday 12:45 pm  

 We had 14 members and 1 new member--Marge Becker, attending the 2/24 meeting.  Our 
speakers were Leanne and Curtis Rolfe.  They talked about their recent trip to Columbia which 
was very interesting.  Helen Lotz and Mary Lee Rhodes, were the Hosts and served a desert   
featuring Cherries in honor of George Washington.  We took up a collection for our spring project 
which is Marcy Newberry. 
  For our 3/24 meeting, Dr. Ken Potts will talk about "Healthy Aging".  We will also have our 
Prayer and Self denial program.   
  Several of our members will have surgery in March:  Dorothy Kesl and Jean Remington.  
We pray for both to have a speedy recovery.  We look forward to seeing them both back in church 
soon. 
  
Circle Coordinator—Judy Bittikoffer 



 

 We had 11 members at the February meeting at Doris’ home.  We discussed            
pioneering and Indians.  Jan brought a copy of the Downers Grove History book.  She      
enjoyed reading through this book and she found a couple familiar names; i.e., our own Joan 
Wilson.  Doris talked about an Indian grandmother who is bringing up a boy.   
 
 The March meeting will be at Jan’s apartment and the program will be on Prayer and 
Self Denial.   
 
Co-Circle Coordinator– Jan Morey and Marge Froemke 
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Miriam Circle  
Meets at various homes—4th Thursday 12:45pm  

Sarah Circle 
Meets in the Room 213—4th Monday 7:00pm  

   Once again our circle meeting coincided with a snowstorm.  However, eleven women   
bundled up and found their way to our comfy corner of the church.  Martha Stauffer delighted us 
with her caramel brownies which enchanted our taste-buds and Gayle Ostrander tickled our funny 
bone about furry creatures lurking in her home's corners. 
 How easy it would be just to talk the evening away with these fine ladies, but we eventually 
settled in for a brief promotion of the merits of participating in the UMW Reading Program.    
Christian Deal Keal's states (2003 UMW Reading Program), "Books open the mind in profound 
ways because they take us into experiences we might not otherwise have.  They teach us about 
the world and its many people.  Books touch our pain and give us ways to deal with suffering."  In 
order to develop some enthusiasm for participating in the program, we had a three way contest of 
Name that Book. Each group tried to decipher the title of three books from a short description  
taken from the books back cover.  Competition was fierce as stacks of books began disappearing 
from the book cart.  Unfortunately, their was no gold for the winning team only some chocolate 
kisses. 
 Our program that evening was Time Management and was delivered by Carol Lysne.  She 
reminded us to live a life that values ourselves.  She advised us to manage external demands and 
internal pressures to give ourselves the time to "sit and be".   As our world speeds up, we need to 
take a step back from our lists, demands and our own guilt to live a life that includes exercising 
the mind and body.  In other words, don't shortchange yourself, put yourself on your "To Do" list. 
 Our next meeting will be on Monday, March 22nd and we will be hosting Reverend Steve 
Good (Sugar Grove UMC).  He will be describing the facets of UMCOR.  A collection will be taken 
for health kit and infant kit items.  We have had an outpouring of donations already.  Thank you. 
 
Circle Coordinator– Cheri Madsen 

Ella Baker  (1903–1986)   Political Activist 
Baker worked steadily for 50 years to gain civil and voting rights for blacks. As Field Secretary 
and later Director of Branches for the NAACP, from 1938–1946, she traveled extensively in the 
segregated South, often at great peril. Baker helped found the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) in 1958, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in 1960, 
and the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party in 1964.  
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Prayer Calendar Minute  
“ 

“I think being a deaconess has in some way ‘freed me’ to spend more time one-on-one with folks.  
Adult ministry is not often what the congregation thinks it might be.  It’s being able to offer hope in the 
darkest areas of someone’s life.  Probably 10 years ago I would’ve referred persons in need directly to 
the pastor.  That does not mean pastors aren’t involved now.  It means I co-counsel with the pastors 
where we walk through some choices for the group or individual.” 
 
Deaconess Karen Caldwell, United Methodist Church of Berea, Berea, Ohio 

Scripture Lesson  

Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to?  It is like a 
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and 
the birds of the air perched in its branches." 

Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to?  It is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." 

Luke 13:18-21 

The Bridge Family Needs Our Help 
 

  We are once again going to help fill the Bridge family’s pantry – here is the rotation.  
Ultra Food gift cards are the best way to support the family.  They can be purchased 
through Purchase with a Purpose.  Julie Stone will delivery it to the family. Thanks in        
advance for your generosity!! 
 
April—Ruth   May—Sarah   June—Miriam 

Thank you  

Thanks, in part, to our unit paying our pledge and giving a BIG love gift, the Aurora District was 
able to pay its 2009 pledge to the Northern Illinois Conference UMW in full.   

UMW Assembly April 23, 24, 25, 2010—St. Louis, Mo.  

It’s not too late to register for Assembly.  Registration ends April 10th.   There are still         
scholarships available.  If you want to go, talk to a Mission Team Member about how to register. 



 

Julie Stone with a new member of the church. Mike Adams from ChildServ Childcare staff was sick 
that day so the kids 
played nicely in the hall. 

The Co-Pres. -  
Rebecca 

Good food and fellowship. 

Our Shepherdess—
Donna Petersen 

Prayer Calendar and 
devotion by Ellie 

Mary and Donna 

The general meeting was 
held in Fellowship Hall.  
About 31 women plus our 
speaker enjoyed a         
delicious brunch.  Mike  
Adams from ChildServ 
provided us with            
information on ways to 
help the many services 
ChildServ provides. 
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Ways & Means  

Purchase With A Purpose  is our year round program where we make gift cards, redeemable at 
many local stores and restaurants, available for purchase in the Parlor on any Sunday morning.  
They may be used by the purchaser or given as gifts.  If you have not participated in the       
Purchase with a Purpose program before I encourage you to try it.  A small change in your 
shopping habits  could help us raise money for UMW’s mission projects.  For every gift card 
sold, a percentage is earned by UMW to fund mission.  The projects that UMW supports help 
families in need, and you can help by simply purchasing gift cards before you shop. 

 Did you know that most of our gift cards are accepted throughout the U.S.?  If you are  
traveling for Spring Break, don’t forget to bring your favorite restaurant gift cards or gas cards 
with you.  Even the grocery cards are accepted nationwide, sometimes under different names; 
for instance Dominick’s is also Vons or Safeway.  Many may be used when shopping on line 
such as amazon.com. 

 Are you buying new clothes for spring, gifts for your Easter baskets, starting a home       
improvement project?  Take a look at where you’ll shop and see if you can use gift cards for 
your purchases.  Order on Sunday and the cards may be ready for pick up as soon as   
Wednesday if you go to the church office. 

 We have Starbuck's, Caribou Coffee, Panera Bread, Jewel, Dominick's, Ultra Foods, 
Speedway, Home Depot*, Kohl’s and Downtown Dollars ready to pick up at the table every  
Sunday!  The order form, which is on the church website, continues to be updated with new  
vendors and restaurants that have opened in the area.  Don't see the gift card that you want?  
Visit www.mannagroup.net, click on the vendor list, and if you find something you'd like to order, 
write it on the front of the order form. 

 Kohl’s is the only store that allows you to pay your charge card bill with gift cards.  When 
you receive your bill, you may buy the cards you need in $25 denominations or place an order 
for larger denominations and they will be ready for you to pick up the next week in time to pay 
your bill. 

 Thank you to everyone who shops and tells their friends about it.  Also, thank you to all of 
you who take time on Sunday mornings to sit at the table in the Parlor and sell the gift cards and 
to the team of sorters who come each week to prepare the gift cards and orders.  

*New for the summer! 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  
�� Sweet Repeat Resale will be Oct. 15, 2010 
 
�� May General Meeting will be May 12, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at Fairview Village.  
 Be there or be square!  
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  March    
    
Betty Hargreaves  03/01 
Jean Remington  03/12 
Sandra Pine   03/19 
Arlene McCoy  03/20 
Julie Stone   03/28 
Devra Dunham  03/31 

  April     
 
Nancy Bell   04/01 
Kay Haggh   04/05 
Shelly Davenport  04/06 
Nancy Toon   04/07 
Pam Schettek  04/09 
Vivian Benfield  04/10 
Edris Byers   04/21 
Sharon Harman  04/24 
Angela Loveless  04/26 
Elizabeth Vaughn  04/30 
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Joys  
�� Yeah GOD!  
 
Concerns  
�� Dorothy Kesl is recovering. 
�� Jean Remington is recovering. 
�� Frances Stone needs healing prayers. 
�� Susy Colby needs healing prayers. 
�� Connie Ogden is recovering. 

Joys and Concerns 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
(mark your CALENDARS!)  

 
March is Women’s History Month  
 
April 8, 2010  Mission Team—9:30 a.m. 
 
April 24, 2010 Spring District Meeting TBA 
 
April 30—May 2 Assembly in St. Louis, Mo. 
 
May 6, 2010  Mission Team—9:30 a.m. 

Submit articles to Shelly Davenport at sdavenportarch@yahoo.com or contact her at (630) 512-0370 

If there is someone in your circle who is homebound, please contact 
Doris Dalluege and she will send them a card. 

Virginia Woolf wrote that Anonymous was a woman.   
 The NWHP encourages discovering stories about our mothers, grandmothers, and great 
grandmothers to help us better understand their lives, the challenges they faced, and ultimately, 
ourselves and our own times. Recognizing the dignity and accomplishments of women in our 
own families and those from other backgrounds leads to higher self-esteem among girls and 
greater respect among boys and men.  
 To ignore the vital role that women’s dreams and accomplishments play in our own lives 
would be a great mistake. We draw strength and inspiration from those who came before us – 
and those remarkable women working among us today. They are part of our story, and a truly 
balanced and inclusive history recognizes how important women have always been in American 
society. 


