
Saturday, January 8, 2011  

8:00am - S.O.S. Share Our Skills  

Sunday, January 9, 2011  

9:00am - Foundations Class  

6:00pm - Youth Movie Night  

Monday, January 10, 2011  

Youth Fundraiser-Mongolian Grill in 

Bolingbrook 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011  

5:00pm - Family Meal Time  

6:30pm - Family Fellowship  

Sunday, January 16, 2011  

9:00am - Foundations Class  

TBA - Youth Group—The Open Door  

Monday, January 17, 2011  

Martin Luther King Day 

Wednesday, January 19, 2011  

5:00pm - Family Meal Time  

6:30pm - Family Fellowship  

7:00pm - Chapel Choir Parent 

Meeting  

Friday, January 21, 2011  

7:30pm - Friday Night at the Movies  

Sunday, January 23, 2011  

9:00am - Foundations Class  

6:00pm - Youth Group—The Open 

Door 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011  

5:00pm - Family Meal Time  

6:30pm - Family Fellowship  

Sunday, January 30, 2011  

9:00am - Foundations Class  

3:00pm - Sledding at Ebersold Park  

Tuesday, February 1, 2011  

Wednesday, February 2, 2011  

5:00pm - Family Meal Time  

6:30pm - Family Fellowship  

 In the midst of one of our Christmas Eve services, it hit me:  this 

was a moment I had prayed about, and wondered about, way back 

last June.  Back then, as we were packing boxes and preparing to 

leave a place and a people we loved, to come to the “unknown” of 

Downers Grove and First Church, I was just hoping – and praying – 

that by Christmas of this year we would be happy, and beginning to 

feel at home – in short, feeling as though we were in the “right place.” 

 And then, as is so often the case, I forgot all about that prayer in 

the flurry of unpacking, and getting to know a whole new church, 

and figuring out the best way to allocate time and energy day by day.  

Until Christmas Eve. 

 Then it came back to me – I had prayed about this moment.  And 

a flood of gratefulness came over me.  Far more than just beginning to 

feel at home, Jim and I had felt, especially during Advent, enriched – 

blessed by incredible music and interesting, faith and friendship-

filled, conversations;  stretched by the close interweaving of mission 

outreach with Christmas celebration in this congregation; touched by 

elements of worship that were new to us –  the Hanging of the Greens 

concert, the intergenerational carol and story service on December 5, 

the Chapel Choir’s “Love is the Reason” concert, the sanctuary 

decorations that evolved during Advent, and the crismon tree; the 

service of Christmas Peace; the Christmas Eve dinner for the church 

staff, and the loving, warm welcome to all in the darkness, 

symbolized by the luminaria path set up on Christmas Eve. 

 I felt so grateful to be right there, right then, and later as Jim and I 

talked, he said had been sharing those same thoughts as we 

worshipped on Christmas Eve. 

 We are grateful to you, and we are proud to be growing in faith in 

Christ with you in this congregation.  Thanks for the gifts you have 

already given us! – thanks for the ways you have been an answer to a 

long-ago prayer. 

--Greta McDonald 
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Joys and ConcernsJoys and ConcernsJoys and ConcernsJoys and Concerns    

Our Sympathy To… 

We extend our sympathy to Caryl 

Safford and her family.  Caryl’s 

mother, Ruth Dykstra, passed 

away January 1, 2011. 

Recently Hopitalized… 

Diane Cunningham 

January Worship ScheduleJanuary Worship ScheduleJanuary Worship ScheduleJanuary Worship Schedule    

Thank you to the entire 

congregation for your contributions 

to the Giving Tree this year.  You 

gave more than 230 gifts to 

children of all ages.  You supported 

Marcy Newberry Center, ChildServ 

and HeadStart programs and made 

Christmas brighter for so many 

children.  Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated! 

�  �  � 

�  �  � 

S.O.S.S.O.S.S.O.S.S.O.S.    
Saturday, January 8 is our next 

gathering. We have several projects 

to accomplish and we could use 

your help. We will start in the Gym 

at 8am with breakfast & fellowship. 

We hope to be done by noon. 

Please let the church office 

630.962.7120 know if 

you are coming. 

January 21, 2011 at 7:30PM 

Safford Home Theatre 

The Reverend Ermalou Roller will present Shadowlands, an 

Oscar-nominated 1993 biographical film about the love 

between the British writer C.S. Lewis and his American-

born wife, the poet Joy Gresham.   Movie critics have hailed 

the award-winning performances of Anthony Hopkins as 

Lewis and Debra Winger as Gresham.  Sign up in the church office 

630.968.7120 beginning Monday, January 3.  A $2 donation is suggested to 

cover soft drinks, popcorn, dessert, and coffee.  

Friday Night at the MoviesFriday Night at the MoviesFriday Night at the MoviesFriday Night at the Movies    

Thank you to everyone who has contributed clothing and other items to 

PADS this year.  We still have a need for many items to have on hand for 

the rest of the winter.  Items needed include: 

• Men’s Sweatshirts XL & XXL 

• Men’s Sweatpants L & XL 

• Men’s Flannel Shirts L 

• Men’s Thermal Underwear L, XL, & XXL 

• Women’s Flannel Shirts L & XL 

• Women’s Thermal Underwear L & XL 

• Gymbags or Totebags 

• Socks (we really are short on socks!) 

You can bring any of these items to the church office.  We will gladly accept 

contributions throughout January.  Thank you so much for your help! 

Would you like to help our church to grow and be fruitful?  Bishop Robert 

Schnase will present “5 Practices of Fruitful Congregations” at the Northern 

Illinois Conference’s 2011 Laity Convocation.  It will be in Sycamore on 

February 5 from 8-3.  Breakfast and lunch are included in the $15 fee.  For 

more info, or to register, go to:  http://www.umcnic.org/k_eventdetail.php?

id=1118   I will be driving, and would gladly give you a ride.  Julie Stone 

Please Join Me!Please Join Me!Please Join Me!Please Join Me!    

January 9 –  Pastor Jim will preach on “Life Choices,” with Matthew 3:13-17 

 as the scripture. 

January 16 –  Pastor Greta will preach on “ ‘Light’ Duty,” based on          

 Isaiah 49:1-7. 

January 23 –  1 Corinthians 1: 10-25 will be the focus, and Pastor Jim will 

 preach on “A Place for Fools.” 

January 30 –  Micah 6:1-8 and Matthew 5:1-12 will be the scripture texts, and 

 Pastor Greta will preach on “Loving Kindness.” 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
Thank you to Rich Flory for his 

drawing of the Madonna and 

Child which was used for all our 

Christmas bulletins and letterhead 

in 2010.  It is wonderful to have 

such talent in our congregation. 

PADS Still Needs DonationsPADS Still Needs DonationsPADS Still Needs DonationsPADS Still Needs Donations    
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Youth Ski TripYouth Ski TripYouth Ski TripYouth Ski Trip    
February 5 & 6, 2011February 5 & 6, 2011February 5 & 6, 2011February 5 & 6, 2011    

It’s ski season and the Youth will be heading to Devil’s 

Head near Baraboo Wisconsin in February!  Permission 

slips, rental agreements and what to bring are available 

NOW in the church office and on the Youth 

website www.dgfumc.org/youth.  All forms 

and payment must be returned to the 

church office by Wednesday, January 19. 
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Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    

 

Our annual Mother-Daughter Tea 

will be held on Saturday, March 19 

from 2:00 to 4:00PM in the gym.  

More details will follow 

in a few weeks.  Mark 

your calendars now! 

Stewardship Campaign Update and ChallengeStewardship Campaign Update and ChallengeStewardship Campaign Update and ChallengeStewardship Campaign Update and Challenge    

We are well on our way to meeting our goal for our 2011 budget BUT we are 

not there yet.  We have raised $784,000 BUT we have approximately $43,000 

left to reach our goal.  We thank you for what you have either committed by 

pledge or committed in your heart to support here at First United Methodist 

Church.  We are at a point where 2011 budget decisions are being finalized.  

We would be doing a disservice to our mission if we did not make an appeal 

for increased support.  At our current pledge support level, we will be 

required to reduce support for programs that have been so vital to many 

here.  We promise to be faithful stewards of the funding you have entrusted 

to us and budget to spend within our means. 

After presenting this situation to the congregation on Sunday and via email, 

we have received a challenge from an angel.  We have an anonymous donor 

who will match any increases in pledges dollar for dollar up to $20,000!!  

Your commitment to increase your 2011 pledge, if possible, by a small 

increment may provide the necessary funding for Christian education 

programs, mission and community at First United. 

Please contact Carolyn Donnelly in the Church office if you are able to 

increase your pledge. 

Thank You. 

The Finance Committee 

The Adult Education Work Area is preparing a Lenten devotional for the 

congregation to use during Lent which begins on March 9, 2011. 

We are seeking submissions from the congregation for this “Upper Room”-

style devotional. Please include a prayer and scripture to accompany your 

meditation. While we don’t seek to limit your meditation, please keep it to 

400 words or less. 

We want to hear from a wide variety of people in the congregation. Ask God 

to guide your thinking and let the Spirit speak through you. 

Please send via email to sharon@dgfumc.org or delivering it to the church 

office. If you have any questions, please contact Ann Kinder at 708.525.2809. 

Collecting Meditations for Lenten DevotionalCollecting Meditations for Lenten DevotionalCollecting Meditations for Lenten DevotionalCollecting Meditations for Lenten Devotional    

Savor the festive sights and sounds 

of the season with a  

~~Hanging of the Greens 

Bell Concert DVD~~ or 

CD of the same concert, 

newly available! 

To order yours, for only $12,  

please contact Pattie Barnes 

630.953.0146 or bellhog@juno.com. 

Offering EnvelopesOffering EnvelopesOffering EnvelopesOffering Envelopes    
If you have requested 

Offering Envelopes, they 

are available just outside 

the Parlor on Sundays and 

in the church office during the 

week.  Please pick them up and 

help us defray the cost of postage. 

Listed below is the TB schedule 

through July.  Please remember all 
articles are due by noon the Friday 

before the Tower Bell is produced. 

January 24—Web 

February 7 – Web 

February 21 – Print 

March 8 – Web 

March 28 – Print 

April 11 – Web 

April 25 – Print 

May 9 – Web 

May 23 – Print 

June 6 – Web 

June 20 – Print 

July 11 – Web 

July 25 – Print 

‘11 Tower Bell Schedule‘11 Tower Bell Schedule‘11 Tower Bell Schedule‘11 Tower Bell Schedule    
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Music MinistryMusic MinistryMusic MinistryMusic Ministry    

���� 

Music in WorshipMusic in WorshipMusic in WorshipMusic in Worship 

Sunday, January 9 

9:30AM Worship 

Chapel Choir 

Worship Band 

11:00AM Worship 

Chancel Choir 

Sunday, January 16 

9:30AM Worship 

Chapel Choir  

Handbells 

11:00AM Worship 

Chancel Choir  

Handbells 

Recycle Your Recycle Your Recycle Your Recycle Your 
Christmas LightsChristmas LightsChristmas LightsChristmas Lights    
Don't throw away 

yo u r  t an gl ed , 

frayed or burned-

out  Christmas 

lights this year!  In 

support of the 

Strategic Plan goal to be "green" 

mindful and sustainable, the Village 

of Downers Grove will offer 

recycling of Christmas tree lights 

and extension cords.  A receptacle 

will be available at the Public 

Works Facility, 5101 Walnut Ave. 

beginning December 1 through 

February 18, 2011.  Items may be 

dropped off during business hours, 

Monday through Friday, 8:00AM to 

5:00PM. Acceptable items are:  Mini-

lights (also known as Italian lights), 

C7 lights, C9 lights, Rope lights, 

LED lights and Extension cords. 

Thank youThank youThank youThank you    
Thank you to Don Carkhuff for his 

restoration of a 100 year old 

wrought iron lectern found in a 

storage closet and now resides in 

the Adult Education room. 

The focus for the Foundations Class during the months of January and 

February is the symbolic meanings underlying the worship experience of 

the Abrahamic faiths.  Come and experience for yourself what it means to 

worship as a Protestant, Jew, Catholic, Muslim, and Sufi. 

Upcoming January Foundations Class Agenda: 

January 9— The Workout of the People Greta McDonald 

January 16— Roots of Worship, Jewish Experience Cindy Michelassi 

January 23— Catholic Mass Donna Adler 

January 30—Music in Worship Brett Goad 

Foundations ClassFoundations ClassFoundations ClassFoundations Class    

Do you want to be part of a loving and fair-minded Church? 

Are you aware that even though Jesus told us to love thy neighbor as thyself, 

our United Methodist Church law continues to belittle loving, committed 

relationships between gay and lesbian couples? Would you like to be part of 

ending the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy in this denomination? Wouldn’t it be 

wonderful to know that all of our friends and family members are warmly 

welcomed into our church? 

Judy Koptik has a plan to make that happen. She has recently started the 

GENERAL CONFERENCE BOOK FUND, with the goal of sending a copy of 

On Thundering Wings: Homosexuality, Love and the Church on Trial to 

every delegate of our 2012 General Conference. She believes that reading this 

book will change delegates hearts and minds, resulting in a change of our 

church law to include all of God’s people in our care and love.  

If you would like to be part of this important effort, please contribute 

generously. (We’ll need nearly $20,000!) Write checks to First United 

Methodist with the notation: GCBFund. Your gift is tax-deductible. 

A Loving and FairA Loving and FairA Loving and FairA Loving and Fair----minded Church?minded Church?minded Church?minded Church?    

You are invited to take part in a trial run on a research project on prayer in 

the Protestant Church by Carol Lysne for her Ph.D.  Your participation will 

help her and her co-researchers practice the timing and iron out any issues 

that need to be addressed prior to beginning the research the following 

week.  You will be asked to provide feedback once the trial run is completed. 

The trial run consists of answering questions and being assigned to one of 

two groups for further instruction.  You must be over the age of 15 and 

fluent in English.  Your participation will provide an invaluable service to 

her and her co-researchers as they prepare to launch a large research project 

on prayer in the Protestant Church. 

WHEN: January 16, 2011 

WHERE: First United Methodist Church, Room 218 

TIME: 2:00-4:30PM 

Principal Investigator: Carol Lysne 

Register by calling Carol at 630.969.7480 or at lysnecarol@gmail.com 

Prayer in the Protestant ChurchPrayer in the Protestant ChurchPrayer in the Protestant ChurchPrayer in the Protestant Church————Trial RunTrial RunTrial RunTrial Run    
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Book DonationsBook DonationsBook DonationsBook Donations    

Souper Bowl SundaySouper Bowl SundaySouper Bowl SundaySouper Bowl Sunday    
Yes, we know it is 

Super Bowl Sunday on 

February 6, but our 

c h urc h  wi l l  b e 

celebrating Souper Bowl Sunday.  

We will be collecting money for the 

People’s Resource Center after all 

three services that morning.  We 

will have soup pots labeled with the 

two teams playing in the Super 

Bowl.  (Maybe one team will even 

be the Bears!)  Choose your team 

and put your contribution in their 

pot.  We will see how well our 

congregation can predict the winner 

of the game.  No matter which team 

wins, the PRC will benefit from all 

the contributions.   So start saving 

your change now! 

175th Anniversary Celebration175th Anniversary Celebration175th Anniversary Celebration175th Anniversary Celebration    

Happy New Year!! Back in November we gave you some dates 

for summer. Here are more dates for winter, spring and 

summer 2011. 

• Monday, January 10, Youth Ministry fundraiser at BD’s Mongolian 

BBQ in Bolingbrook 

• Saturday & Sunday, February 5&6, Youth Ministry Ski trip to Devil’s 

Head in Wisconsin 

• Saturday, March 26—Saturday, April 2, Chapel Choir Tour to Toronto 

• Sunday, April 3, Home Concert 

• Sunday, May 15, Confirmation Sunday 

• Monday, June 27-Friday, July 1, Church Camp at Wesley Woods 

• Sunday, July 17-Thursday, July 21, Jr. High Mission Trip to Chicago 

• Saturday, July 23-Thursday, July 28, High School Mission trip to 

Chicago 

• Friday, July 29-Monday, August 8, Post High Mission Trip to London 

Youth Ministry Dates, Happenings, Changes!Youth Ministry Dates, Happenings, Changes!Youth Ministry Dates, Happenings, Changes!Youth Ministry Dates, Happenings, Changes!    

“CELEBRATING OUR PAST 

COMMITTED TO OUR FUTURE” 

1836-2011 

Activities that will begin the celebration: 

January  - Distribution of the pictorial directory 

February  - The potluck and hymn sing on February 20 

March  - Display of the baby quilts and lap robes 

 being made for charity 

April  - Our bishop bringing the message on Easter Sunday, April 24 

Project 175QProject 175QProject 175QProject 175Q    
Goal: To make and distribute 175 

handmade quilts to members of 

our community who are in need or 

in distress 

When: By November 1, 2011 

There are several things you can do 

to help.  Call the office or look on 

our website for details.  

Any questions contact 

Kay Frank 630.852.7878 

or mar497@comcast.net. 

Thanks to all who have 

donated books to the 

church library in recent 

months.  Many of them have been 

added to the library collection and 

the others will be given to the 

Downers Grove AAUW used book 

sale.  Book donations are always 

welcome, particularly those with a 

religious theme.  All church 

members are encouraged to use the 

library and check out anything of 

interest.  Please don't keep the 

books too long or you'll receive a 

gentle reminder from the church 

librarian! 
We know that this is the time of year when every 

organization is asking for donations.  Well the 

DGFUMC college scholarship fund is doing the same 

thing.  What is the scholarship fund and who is helped 

by it?  Three separate funds were started over 20 years 

ago and those gifts have now been used up, however we continue to want to 

help college students.  In August we present small gifts to 4 students who 

have been active in ministries of DGFUMC.  If each family would give $5 in 

honor of each of their children now and $5 on that child’s birthday we 

would have thousands of dollars to give out each year.  Please consider 

giving to this fund. 

DGFUMC College Scholarship FundDGFUMC College Scholarship FundDGFUMC College Scholarship FundDGFUMC College Scholarship Fund    

 



 

 

Our Vision: 
Open Hearts Reaching Up 
 Open Minds Reaching Out 
 Open Doors Reaching You 

This will be a FUN fundraiser!!! 

Invite your friends! 

January 10, 2011 

Come help support the Youth Ministry at Mongolian 

Grill in Bolingbrook on January 10, from 6:00-9:00PM.  

Youth Ministry will get $3 per person.  At your table, 

just tell your server that you are there for the 

DGFUMC Fundraiser. 

4 Guest Grill Masters from DGFUMC will prepare 

your food!!!  Please bring some extra money to tip 

your favorite Griller!! 

BCS game will be on the Big Screen. 

This will help fund the 40th Chapel Choir Tour.  

 

First United Methodist Church 

1032 Maple Avenue 

Downers Grove, Illinois   60515 

630.968.7120 -- FAX 630.968.4901 

Web Site:  http://www.dgfumc.org 

e-mail:  dgfumc@dgfumc.org 

Our Staff 

Rev. Jim McDonald,  Co Pastor 

Rev. Greta McDonald,  Co Pastor 

Rev. John Smoke,  Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Rev. Nick Nicholas,  Youth Pastor 

Music Ministry: Andrea Kinsella, Coordinator 

     Directors:  Diane Hires, Belford Hernandez 

 Becky Kriz, Debbie Phillips 

     Organists:  Patricia Barnes, Maureen McDorman 

Tower Bell Editor:  Nikki Manternach 
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