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me, all you
that labor
and are
heavy laden,
and I will
give you
rest."
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Summer 2018

Jim McDonald

Now that summer is here and the
temperature outside has finally warmed
after a spring that chilled us for a
surprisingly long time, we can go outside
without the extra weight of coats, scarves,
and boots.
This reminds me of the scripture from
Matthew 11 where Jesus says, “Come unto
me, all you that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.”
He goes on to say, “Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart; and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

Have you ever thought that your
religion had become a burden — like
carrying around a heavy winter coat?
“Come unto me” — all you that labor
and are heavy laden with religion — for
Christ can offer you rest. This offer is not
to nap, but is the offer of a new way of
being — a new life.
The Christian faith is not a “working
at you” religion, but rather a new
awareness of the God who is at work in
you. What a wonderful way to “lighten
our load” this summer!

Celebrating the United Methodist Church
Monday, April 23 was the 50th
anniversary of the formation of
the United Methodist Church! Many of
you know that the Methodist Church
has been in existence since 1784, and the
Evangelical United Brethren Church’s
ecclesiastical roots go back to 1800,
but, it wasn’t until April 23, 1968, that
the two denominations merged to form
the United Methodist Church. The UMC
is just 50 years old!

United Methodists observed this
milestone all spring, with a special emphasis on Heritage Sunday, May 20 (the Sunday
before May 24, John Wesley’s “Aldersgate Day”). Pentecost was also on May 20 this
year, the day that marks the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church in the first
century, so we have had and continue to have many reasons to celebrate!
— Pastor Greta McDonald
one
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Celebrating
our lives together

In Memoriam
Cecil Baird
April 7, 2018
Jim Caldwell
April 7, 2018
Nicholas Janicki
April 20, 2018
Charlotte Shank
March 20, 2018
Lois Bruns
May 6, 2018

Baptisms
Emma Freida Adams
daughter of Joseph & Julie
Nico Santino Cucinella
son of Anthony & Jennifer
Kendall Rae DeBruin
daugther of Jennifer & Pete
Mia Marie Harmon
daughter of Craig & Megan
Katherine Lynn Diane Knudsen
daughter of Lauren & Robert
Alexander Wilhelm Wendell
son of Matt & Kelsey

New Members

Chase and Amanda Bonnell
Ian and Sue Imrie
Matt Gebauer and Cheryl Fernandez
Russell and Donna Lundstrom
Julie Swartzendruber

Weddings

On March 24, 2018 between
Sarah Reichle & Michael LaVallee
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Summer Happenings

Summer may be a time to relax and take it easy, but that doesn't mean
DGFUMC slows down! There are many activities going on at our church
this summer including all-church and youth mission trips, Vacation Bible
School, Wash-n-Worship, and much more. Take a look through this edition
of The Tower Bell for all the "happenings!"

Summer Worship Hours
Summer Worship hours start the weekend after Memorial Day and run through
Labor Day. Please join us each Sunday in the sanctuary for worship at 8:30 a.m.
and 10:00 a.m. During these months Pattie Barnes, our organist and director of
handbell ministries, coordinates with talented musicians from our church and
community to provide special musical ministry during each worship service.

High School
Graduate
Recognition
Sunday, June 3
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Please join us as we recognize our
2018 High School Graduates. There
will also be a moment to recognize
our college graduates.

Children's
Sabbath &
Blessing
of the
Backpacks
Sunday,
August 26
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Please join the United Methodist
Women in celebrating children and
youth all over the world.
Children and youth from our
congregation will participate in this
special service.
Children of all ages are asked to
bring their backpacks or briefcases to
church and Pastor John Smoke will
give a blessing to get the new school
and work year off to a great start.
Please join us!

Pancake
Breakfast
Sunday, July 1
Before and after the
10:00 a.m. Worship
Service
Be sure to make plans to stop by the
gym before or after the 10:00 service to
continue in fellowship, meet the new
pastors, and enjoy a Pancake Breakfast
to benefit youth activities. Rev. Claude
King, Sr. and Rev. Anna Voinovich
will be there to greet people.

Visiting
Youth Choir
Concerts
Sunday, June 10
7:00 p.m.
The One Voice
High School Choir from Christ
Church United Youth Choir in
Louisville, KY will present an
evening concert for all to enjoy.
You won't want to miss it!
Sunday, July 1
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Help us welcome the Youth Choir
from First UMC in Hixson, TN
at our Sunday morning worship
services!

Welcoming the World
New Pastors Welcomed on Sunday, July 1
On July 1, 2018, we welcome Pastor
Claude R. King, Sr. and Pastor Anna
Voinovich to our church.
Rev. Claude R. King, Sr., our new
Senior Pastor, is an ordained Elder
and lifelong member of the United
Methodist Church. Rev. King has
extensive experience in a variety
of churches which includes several

appointments as Associate Pastor
of some large multi-staff churches.
He is a practitioner in a teamwork
approach and a bridge builder as head
of staff in the local church. Rev. King
also serves on the UMC-Northern
Illinois Conference Board of Ordained
Ministry. Pastor Claude is known
for his excellenc in preaching and
worship; creativity in developing
outward focused ministry; passionate
spirituality; and his deep love for God
and God’s people.
Rev. Claude King and his wife,
Denise, are looking forward to getting
to know the staff, leaders, members,
families, and friends of First UMC,
Downers Grove as Senior Pastor.
Pastor Claude says “I am excited
to spend time getting to know each
of you soon and looking forward
to the ministry that God will work
out through us all! My prayers and

preparation are growing ever stronger
as we get closer to the appointment
day. It is a blessing from God to be
part of this historic church family!”
Our Associate Pastor, Rev. Anna
Voinovich, recently completed her
Master of Divinity degree at GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary.
She has been serving as a licensed
local pastor in a multisite UMC faith
community in Illinois. Pastor Anna
is known for her spirituality, ability
to meet people on their terms, and
creative outreach and mission. She is
passionate about worship that invites
and inspires us to live out our faith
every day of the week; justice and
mission work that unites us with
all of God’s children in and outside
of the church building; and faith
development that helps us grow as
disciples.
Pastor Anna says “As a new pastor,
I am thrilled to join FUMC Downers
Grove in loving God and loving
neighbor through ministries with
children and youth, justice and
interfaith
work, and
worship. In
this growing
area, I also
look forward
to exploring
creative
ministry
opportunities
in which we
reach out to
our neighbors who have not yet found
a faith community!”
Please look for ways to personally
welcome and get to know our new
pastors. They will join us for the
Pancake Breakfast held July 1 before
and after the 10:00 a.m. service to
benefit youth activities. Make plans to
join us!
– Tom Roose, Chair,
Staff-Parish Relations Committee

Worship
Worship Volunteer
Opportunities

Are you looking for an
opportunity to volunteer in our
church? We are currently looking
to fill the following important
roles:
Communion Coordinator
responsible for preparing and
setting up communion elements
on the first Sunday of each month
for the 9:30 and/or 11:00 a.m.
worship services.
Sound Board Support
responsible for setting up and
managing the sound board on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 or
11:00 a.m. worship services.
Please contact Dave Donahue,
Worship Chair or Sheila in the
church office for details about
these roles. Your gift of service
would make an important
difference to our congregation.

Membership
Ministry
Many of you are familiar with our
welcome table as a place where
newcomers are presented with a gift
bag of bread and information about
our church. I would really like to
extend thanks to our congregation!
You are paying attention to new faces,
welcoming newcomers, and guiding
them to the welcome table. Keep up
the great work! As a result of all our
efforts we have several new members
(listed on page 2) so far this year.
Please join me in welcoming them!
— Judy Hanley
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Worship

Music
A Note of Thanks

We hope you have been able to enjoy
some or all of the wonderful music
available at DGFUMC over the past
year. The music program here has the
wonderful reputation of being one
of the finest in the area, which is no
easy accomplishment!

Thank you to all the families who purchased Easter lilies and flowers
that adorned our altar on Easter Sunday.

What does it take to maintain our
strong music program? It takes the
hard work, dedication, and financial
support of many. It takes the great
contributions of a team of musicians,
congregation, pastors, and staff. We
are all so blessed and want to say
“Thank you!” to each and every one
of you!
As our church transitions with the
change in pastors this summer, our
music staff would like to give a huge
thank you and a hug goodbye to
Pastors Jim and Greta. Jim has been
singing with the Chancel Choir since
he arrived. Many of you must notice
him climbing into the choir loft from
the pulpit during the 11:00 service on
Sunday mornings. Greta has been a
supporter of our music program with
her enthusiasm for every idea we
present. We will miss you both and
say “Thank you!”

Thank you to our Chancel Choir and Guest Orchestra for presenting
"The Holy Spirit Mass" on Sunday, April 15! A special thanks to those
involved in the production assistance of this beautiful and inspiring
Cantata. All those attending were blessed with beautiful music and
inspiring words of praise, hope, and peace.
– Dave Donahue

We will welcome Pastor Claude and
Pastor Anna with open arms and
hope they will take great pleasure
in coming to a church with such an
active music ministry.
As Pattie Barnes coordinates special
music for the summer, our choirs will
be on break beginning June 3, but we
look forward to special music during
our summer worship times. We hope
to see you there!
– Andi Kinsella, Music Coordinator
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Welcoming the World
Chapel Choir 2018 Tour: "Live to Love" Travels to Georgia
The 2018 Chapel Choir Tour, “Live
to Love,” brought 23 students and
six adults together for the 48th annual
pilgrimage, to spread the word of
Christ and sing his praises to people
from Downers Grove to Savannah
and back. As we traversed the
southern states, we encountered many
wonderful people along the way.
Our musical message of sharing
love, respecting each other, and
spreading the word of Christ, was
exemplified through our music with
pieces like “Gonna Rise Up Singin,”
“Burn Out Brighter,” and “My Song
is Love Unknown.” This year, Chapel
Choir Director, and first year tour
participant, Nick Loos, took us on a
musical journey of song and reflection.
Accompanied by Kevin Zehme,
they crafted a program of music and
vignettes that showed us how to “Live
to Love.”

in Knoxville, TN. Monday found us
traveling to Hilton Head Island, where
we dined with and sang to members
of St. Luke’s Anglican Church and
had an evening stroll on the beach
before turning in for the night.
Tuesday we arrived at our destination
church, Asbury Memorial UMC, in
Savannah, GA, where we were greeted
by former DGFUMC Deacon, Claire
Marich. After sharing a wonderful
meal prepared by members of the
congregation, we began our Marquee
performance of the tour.
The journey home took us to Hixson
UMC (TN) where we shared music
for their Maundy Thursday service.
Our final night of tour took us to
the home church of Rev. and Mrs.
Howard Snyder, Sr., at the Wilmore
Free Methodist Church in Wilmore,
KY. This was our final night of the trip
and our final performance of the week

as we sang at the Good Friday service.
After the performance, we settled in
and began preparations for our final
night together, shared “secret pal”
gifts, and reflected on what Chapel
Choir and Tour meant to us. It is
always an emotional, but happy time,
as we celebrate the culmination of
months of work and preparation.
Spreading the word and demonstrating the power of God’s love
through music and words is one of the
missions of the Chapel Choir. As this
season of music and sharing comes
to a close, we hope we are worthy of
the words from Matthew 25:21 “well
done, good and faithful servants” and
that our students are inspired to carry
on their work and spread the message
as they continue on their journey,
outside the walls of our church.		
– Jim Gracey

Howie Snyder, Director of Youth
Ministries, provided spiritual
guidance and direction through our
daily devotions, encouraging each
of us to strengthen our relationship
with Christ and reflect on ways to
be examples to those we encounter
each and every day. In addition to
encouraging and guiding our spiritual
growth, Howie was also responsible
for coordinating and planning many
aspects of our trip. With the help of
Jim and Kathy Gracey and Maria KerrLippert, the experience provided to
our students was one of great impact
that they will carry with them the rest
of their lives.
The first night of our journey to
Savannah took us to College Heights
UMC in Elizabethtown, KY, where we
performed, shared a meal, and spent
time with the local youth before the
students headed off to their home
stays. Our second night took us to
Pigeon Forge, TN, and the Hatfield
& McCoy Dinner Show followed by
an overnight stay at Concord UMC
The Tower Bell Summer 2018
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Environmental Stewardship
Earth Day Celebration
On Sunday, April 8, we celebrated
Earth Day at DGFUMC. Jan Roehll, the
DuPage County Program Director at
The Conservation Foundation, spoke
during the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services.
She talked about the important role

that nature plays in
relieving stress and
achieving a positive
attitude and referred
to the book, The
Nature Fix by Florence
Williams. It examines
research that confirms
the value of spending
time in nature and
natural surroundings.
Pastor John Smoke
explained the
important role that
the milkweed plant
plays in the life cycle
of the monarch butterfly. In Messy
Church, families planted milkweed
seeds in small starter pots to nurture
at home and later plant in their own
gardens. They also enjoyed hearing
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the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar
by Eric Carle as they helped feed the
caterpillar puppet that eventually
turned into a beautiful butterfly!
Between services, congregation
members viewed many displays in
the parlor related
to environmental
stewardship. Some
people stopped to
watch the YouTube
movie What
Happens to Recycling
After it’s Collected?
Others were
amazed to find out
that our Recycling
Center collected 20
pounds of pull tabs
from cans to benefit
the Ronald
McDonald
House,
five shoe
boxes full of
crayons for
SCARCE,
22 pounds
of batteries,
84 ink
cartridges,
and 18 cell
phones for
the Eco
Phones
Recycling
Fundraiser.
This
summer,
look for new
plant labels
in the Prayer Garden providing the
common names of the various species.
If you want to learn more about the
plants, there are two notebooks in the
church library, Room 116, describing
the layout and plants.
— Kathy Kreps

Health & Wellness
We welcomed two new members
to our small but mighty work area,
Debbie Breihan and Barb Friedel.
We are grateful for their energy,
enthusiasm, and expertise.
Health and Wellness sponsored the
program "Internet Safety for You
and Your Family" on Sunday, May 6
featuring our own John McAnally,
a Naperville police officer, and Rich
Wistocki, a former Naperville police
officer. Both have worked to curb
crime on the internet. According to
Wistocki, cell phones, particularly
iPhones, provide children and teens
with privacy that excludes parents,
thus making it possible for internet
predators to prey on children’s
naiveté. McAnally shared information
about the sophisticated methods
identity theft predators use; how to
spot them; and what to do if your
identity is stolen. The internet is the
new Wild West and it behooves us
to learn as much we can to protect
ourselves from those who would do
us harm.
The Caring Callers, who visit shutins once a month, will offer another
lunch and training session at the end
of August for those who would like to
join. Many shut-ins were once active
participants who poured their energy
and love into church life and welcome
visitors and news. Contact Rosie
Roose through the church office if you
would like to become a Caring Caller.
Health and Wellness is sponsoring a
Family Health Resource Fair in 2019
and welcome ideas and participants.
We believe in the motto, “Make no
small plans.” Watch for coming details.
Summer has begun so “the living
is easy.” Make a resolution to offer
thanks for sunshine, flowers, the
laughter of children, and the goodness
of people who work to bring hope and
love to the world. “Be the change you
wish to see.”
— Carol Lysne

Welcoming the World
Trustees
Updates and Upgrades

The trustees are charged with
maintaining and improving all the
properties the church owns. We have
two parsonages, two halls of worship,
the rest of the supporting building,
and the large parking lots. All need
attention from time to time.
Current Projects
Trustees do the things that allow other
groups to do their thing. We had the
Chancel Choir Cantata on April 15
with an orchestra…oh so beautiful
voices and instruments. Something
the Trustees did a couple years ago
was to install two video projectors
in the choir loft so that the Cantata
not only had the beautiful music,
but also beautiful images to magnify
the experience. As there is a need
for broader Wi-Fi in the church, we
worked with the BGB for funding the
installation of a professional system
and then we finished the installation
this spring.

Future Projects
With the coming change in
pastors, we will be preparing
our two parsonages for their
arrival. Both homes have been
maintained in tip-top shape,
but we will do some minor
work in each.
In other work, we are figuring
out which toilets we can
change to more water efficient
ones to reduce our water bill.
Last year, we were able to
re-surface some of the east
side of the main parking
lot, but now we must start
thinking of the north lot. In
addition to thinking about
our church members, we get a
number of commuters paying
for parking, so we need to
provide for those folks too.
We Need You
As always, if you see something
around the church that need a repair
or upgrade, let us know. The best way
to do that is to bring it to the attention
of Don Dunham, our building
superintendent or Sheila Ochoa, our

office administrator. We really like
input about building upkeep from the
congregation.
If you would like to join our S.O.S.
team, drop an email to Don Safford
at don@fnshome.com. We can always
use new talents and skills!
— Don Safford

United Methodist Women
Thank you to all who participated in
the braided pacifier clips project on
April 8, including the Messy Church
group. We donated 60 clips to the Teen
Parent Connection. The UMW also
wishes to thank those who donated
items for that organization. They were
extremely appreciative of our large
donation. Teen Parent Connection
is the only nonprofit, 501(c)(3)
organization in DuPage County
exclusively focused on providing
comprehensive programs and services
related to teenage pregnancy and
parenting. We are happy we could
help make a difference in the life of
teen parents and their child(ren)!
We also want to thank the people who

attended the luncheon to meet Ginger
McKee and listen to her tell us about
the Cunningham Children’s Home
in Urbana, Il. and how our support
will help the youth who suffer from
serious emotional and behavioral
challenges that have been caused by
abuse, neglect, mental illness, and
more. Our UMW will continue to
support them in further projects.
At our annual spring luncheon on
April 26, Cindi Roselieb presented
a program on “Spiritual Growth:
Seeking Health and Wholeness.”
Thanks to the Mary Elizabeth and
Ruth Circles for providing the
delicious salad luncheon. It was a nice
way to share in fellowship.

UMW will continue with projects
this summer with the painting of
prayer rocks on Sunday, June 3.
During August we will be coloring
quilt squares in the parlor on Sunday
mornings. These squares will be put
together into quilts and the quilts
will be given to the Cunningham
Children’s Home in Urbana, IL. This
project will help to reach their goal of
giving each new resident their own
special quilt.
The Tower Bell Summer 2018
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Missions, Justice, and
Community Outreach
Getting the Camp Ready for Camp —
On an Intergenerational Mission to Wesley Woods
Enjoy nature
while lending a
helping hand! The
Missions, Justice, and
Community Work
Area invites all ages
to join us for the 2018
All-Church Mission
Trip from June 12-17
at the Wesley Woods
Conference Center in
Williams Bay, WI.

You can come for a
half-day, a full day, several days, or
the whole trip. All help is appreciated
and welcome! We will be providing
maintenance, repairs, and landscaping
just in time for the start of the busy
camp season, including our camp on
June 25-29. If you have been to the

In May, we partnered with S.O.S. to
spend the day at the United Church of
Rogers Park, working to prepare their
Peace Garden for summer planting
and worship.
Don and Devra Dunham are planning
an All-Church Mission Trip June 12-17
to Wesley Woods Conference Center
in Williams Bay, WI (see above). The
trip is structured so that you can come
for as many days as you are available.
We have a unique opportunity to
get the buildings and cabins in good
shape before our church summer
camp begins on June 25.
The DuPage United luncheon is
August 19, following the 10:00 service.
Our church is a member of this
eight
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Our congregation’s generous
contributions to United Voices
for Children (UVC) through the
Fifth Sunday Appeal have made a
significant difference in the lives of
at-risk children, youth, and families in
Northern Illinois over the years.
First UMC Downers Grove is among
the top five congregations in the
annual conference for total giving
to UVC in 2017. The church will be
honored at the Annual Conference.

Wesley Woods Retreat Center before,
then you know how beautiful it is —
come experience it for yourself! For
more information, or to let us know
you are joining us, please contact Don
or Devra Dunham at 630.362.3164 or
don@dgfumc.org.

MJC at Work in the Community
The Mission, Justice, and Community
Work Area has 12 hard working
members, and we are busy planning
ways for all DGFUMC members to
be more involved in our work, in our
community, and in the world.

United Voices for Children
Contributions in Top Five

organization. Please plan to join us to
learn more about the work they do
in the areas of immigration, mental
health, affordable housing, and more.
DuPage United is an inclusive, nonprofit, non-partisan organization
whose members are civil society
institutions: churches, mosques,
synagogues, non-profit agencies,
and associations that engages in
democratic action in the public arena.
Thank you to all who provided
spring cleaning buckets. They were
distributed to the People’s Resource
Center, Sharing Connections, Bridge
Communities, and PADS. Recipients
of WIC coupons can’t use coupons to
buy cleaning supplies, so we help to
provide these needed items.
Save the date! The MJC Mission Fair
will be held on September 16. Join us
to learn about the mission work of
our church, along with organizations
in our community and discover ways
you can be a part of them.

The services provided by the three
United Methodist-affiliated UVC
agencies across the Northern Illinois
area have saved thousands of
children, teens, and their families.
Thank you to all who give so
generously!

PADS Thank You!

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who
helped with PADS this season! Your
continued dedication to this mission
is AMAZING! We just completed
our 16th season hosting PADS! This
program is not possible without the
support of ALL of you!
You have helped provide countless
meals, donated endless supplies,
and given a great deal of time. Your
efforts mean that we could offer a safe
place for so many of our community's
most needy. Our mission continues
beginning in September, please watch
for sign-up notices in August.

Welcome! Kiosk

Next time you are at church, stop
by our Welcome! Kiosk in the west
entryway. There you will find all
the latest information on church
activities and upcoming events plus
flyers for special groups near and
dear to DGFUMC.

Welcoming the World
Preschool Teachers Say Goodbye and Hello
The First United Methodist Preschool
said goodbye to and celebrated
with two teachers this spring. Karen
Dortwegt retired after 23 years and
Beth Schloss retired
after 15 years of
service. They both
touched so many
young lives and we
wish them well!

Even though
it's summer, the
preschool teachers
are already looking
forward to a new
school year. At the
time of publication,
we still had
some openings,
particularly in our afternoon classes. If
you have a three or four-year-old and
are looking for a preschool, we are
here! Our classes meet on Tuesdays,

The Lunch Bunch, a lively group
of senior citizens, meet the second
Wednesday of every month for fun,
fellowship, and good food. Join us!
Wednesday, June 13 at 11:30 a.m.
Country House
2799 Maple Ave., Lisle
Wednesday, July 11 at 11:30 a.m.
Three Corners Grill & Tap
7231 Lemont Rd., Downers Grove
Wednesday, August 8 at 11:30 a.m.
Steven's Restaurant
2393 63rd St., Woodridge
The sign-up sheet for these events
is in the parlor between worship
services. All seniors are welcome!
If you have questions or need a
ride, please call Bonnie Lehman at
630.308.2259 or call the church office.

Wednesdays, and Thursdays from
early-September to mid-May. We
firmly believe that children learn
best through play and exploration.
Concepts of letter and
number recognition, colors,
shapes, math, science,
and engineering are all
discovered during play.
Activities are tied to our
weekly themes, which
include everything from
pets and space to dinosaurs
and insects. Time outside on
the playground and in the
gym during bad weather,
healthy snacks, music,
stories, rhymes, games, and
imaginative play are all part
of our preschool day. We are very
busy! For more information, please
contact Nancy Bifulco at nancy@
dgfumc.org or 630-968-7120, x215.

Friday Night
at the Movies
Friday Night at the Movies enjoyed
another successful season with a
variety of entertaining and thoughtprovoking films presented by a
dedicated group of film lovers.
A big "Thanks" goes to our 20172018 presenters: Tom Babler, Owen
Bates and Kay Mundy, Stan and
Maria Clements, Carol Lysne, Jim
McDonald, Bob and Kathleen Schultz,
John Smoke, and Sue Thornquist. We
are also grateful to all our attendees,
sometimes braving cold and snow, but
always showering us with enthusiasm
and great post-film discussions.

The Safford Home Theatre shuts
down for the summer but will be up
and running again in September. We
usually meet on the third Friday of
2018 Pine
each month at 7:30 p.m. Watch for
announcements in the bulletin, on
Hollow Golf
posters, and in the weekly emails.
Tournament
As always, we welcome anyone who
Billy Rosinia and Uli Lohrman shot
would like to present a favorite film
a 33 to win low medal honors at the
and lead the discussion. Please contact
42nd Annual Pine Hollow
Open held
Men’s
Champion
Matt Herbe
Don or Caryl Safford with suggestions
April 28 at the Downers Grove Golf
or questions.
Club. Mark Pitstick won the Low
If you’d just like to come to movie
Women’s
Peggy Hald
Net and was a flight winner
and Joe Champion
night to enjoy a good film and
Howard was closest to the pin.
discussion, it’s easy to do that too —
Members of the DGFUMC
Team Methodist Men’s
United
just email or call the church office at
were: Pete Wildman, Mark Pitstick,
the beginning of each month and
put Wildm
Putting
Pete
Bruce Swanson, Barry Howard,
Joe Contest Winner
your name on the list. Join us this fall!
Howard, Brian Hecht, Bill Mellin, Dick
— Don and Caryl Safford
Flewelling, and Bob Blair-Smith.

United Methodist Open Golf To
Downers Grove Golf Clu
Saturday, September 24, 2

United Methodist Women’s

The next outing on the schedule is the
Putting Contest Winner
Men and Women's Methodist Open to
be held Saturday, September 22 at the
Downers Grove Golf Club.
Low Net Winner
— Bruce Swanson

Men’s Longest Drive Winner

Mary Kay S

Bob Burgd

Bob Blair-S

Women’s Longest Drive Winner Anne Utter
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Closest to the Pin Contest

nine

Bob Blair-S

Welcoming the World
			
Wacky Wednesdays

Children and Family
Vacation Bible School Flows into DGFUMC
Relevant music, exciting science,
creative crafts, fun recreation, and
memorable Bible stories will help kids
know that God is always with them as
they ride the rapids of amazing grace!

Tuesday – Thursday, August 7 – 9
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Join us this August for Rolling River
Rampage. Children will pretend to go
on a whitewater rafting adventure
to experience the ride of a lifetime
with God! Along the river, children
discover that life with God is an
adventure full of wonder and
surprise, and that they can trust God
to be with them through anything.

Children entering kindergarten
through 6th grade are invited to
attend. The cost is $15 per child or
$40 per family with three or more
children. Cost includes all materials
and a pizza lunch with a short
program for families on Thursday,
August 9, at noon.
Adults, please consider volunteering
to help. It’s really fun and the children
love having their parents at Vacation
Bible School with them.
Registration forms are available in the
church office and online at dgfumc.org.

through June for individuals who
want to donate to this important
ministry.
Scholarship recipients will be
recognized at the 10:00 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, August 12.

Keep In Touch with all DGFUMC News and Events
Church Web Site: dgfumc.org
Weekly Word: Included in the Sunday bulletin.
U.S. mailed upon request.
Happenings e-newsletter: Emailed every week.
U.S. mailed upon request.
Do we have your email? If not, send it to:
carolyn@dgfumc.org.
Submission deadline for the
Fall 2018 Tower Bell is July 23, 2018.
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Wacky Wednesday
Schedule & Themes
July 11 Bingo Night & Toy 		
Exchange
July 18 Summer Movie Night

Scholarship Recognition Season
Scholarship recognition applications
are currently available for church
members who have completed at
least one year of college. Completed
applications are due June 25. There
will also be envelopes in the pews

Wacky Wednesdays is for
children going into first through
sixth grades and is designed
to bring children together for
a lot of fun and fellowship in a
church community. All kids are
welcome! Invite your children,
grandchildren, children in your
neighborhood, and children of
friends. The program meets on
Wednesdays in July from 6:30
to 8:00 p.m. and there is
NO cost. Parents are welcome
to drop off their kids or stay
and enjoy the fun. Children are
encouraged to bring one nonperishable food item each week
to be donated to the People's
Resource Center.

Scan this QR code with
your smartphone to go
directly to dgfumc.org

Planning a Party?
DGFUMC Youth Can Help!

The season for graduation parties
and other celebrations is underway!
You can rent tents, tables, and chairs
from DGFUMC Youth Ministries. Our
pricing is highly competitive, and
includes delivery, set-up, and take
down. All proceeds help fund the
Chapel Choir Tour and youth mission
trips.
Brochures with reservation forms
are available at church and online
at dgfumc.org under the Youth
Ministries section. Contact Don
Dunham at don@dgfumc.org with
questions.

Welcoming the World
Youth Ministries
We had another wonderful Chapel
Choir Tour over spring break to
Savannah, Georgia, with 23 youth and
6 adults. It was a fantastic tour with
good ministry and a strong sense of
cohesion in our group. Nick did a
wonderful job, both musically and
connecting on a deeper level with the
youth! Read more about the trip in
the Choir Tour article in this issue. On
April 22, we celebrated confirmation
with 10 students and were touched by
the testimonies they shared during the
service. Looking ahead to the summer,
we have several things planned.
Church Camp will be held June
25 - 29 at Wesley Woods Retreat
Center. Youth Ministries will run the
program for students entering 6-8th
grades in the fall. Those who will be
9th graders in the fall will participate
as Counselors in Training with
older youth serving as full-fledged

8th Grade Confirmation
Welcome to our newly
confirmed members! On Sunday,
April 22, ten young people
were confirmed in the Christian
faith, and received into adult
membership in our congregation.
They are:
Olivia Marguerite Bifulco
Samuel Bridger Bowerman*
Emma Jane Clemens*
James Jeffrey Clemens*
Zoe Ann Clemens*

counselors. Contact the church office,
Howie Snyder, or John Smoke if you
are interested in going.
The Senior High Mission Trip
will go to Red Lake Reservation in
Minnesota from July 14 – 21, where
we will be working with Group
Missions’ WorkCamp Home Repair
Trip members. This trip is for youth
entering grades 9 - 12 in the fall.
Graduating seniors are welcome too.
The Rogers Park Mission Trip will
take place July 29 to August 3. We will
travel to United Church of Rogers
Park to help with the Kids Club
program again this summer. This trip
is for youth who are entering grades
7 through 12 in the fall. Graduating
seniors are welcome also.
Fundraising Events are opportunities
for all youth to earn credit toward
mission and choir trips. These
events include the summer Pancake
Breakfast, our Wash-n-Worship
events on July 8 and August 19, and
participating in the Youth InTent

Hunter Joseph Moravec

Let the youth wash your car while
you attend worship service.

Gwendolyn Dixie Wolkow

In the midst of these summer trips
and fundraising activities, we will
enjoy our Ignite Youth Group nights
on selected Wednesday evenings over
the summer along with special events,
including our Annual Summer LockIn, Laser Tag, and more. Check out the
youth calendar on the church website
or watch for our email newsletters for
upcoming activities and details.
— Howie Snyder, Director,
Youth Ministries

Sunday, July 8 and
Sunday, August 19
Before and after the 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service
Don't spend all summer in a dirty car!

Annika Emily Prochaska*

Our Youth InTent program provides
a valuable service for area residents
while helping to finance the annual
choir tour and mission trips. This
program provides an opportunity
for youth seeking to earn credits. We
currently need more adults to assist
with this important program. If you
or anyone you know is interested in
helping out, please contact Howie
Snyder or Don Dunham.

Wash-n-Worship

Payton Elizabeth Janicki
Ethan James Patera

program. To sign up to help at these
events, contact Howie Snyder. For
Wash & Worship, please contact Bruce
Ritter or Howie Snyder.

All donations benefit youth ministries
and youth mission trips.

*also received the sacrament of baptism
The Tower Bell Summer 2018 eleven

Downers Grove
First United Methodist Church
1032 Maple Avenue
Downers Grove IL 60515-4848

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. Postage
PAID
Downers Grove, Illinois
Permit No. 32

SUMMER SUNDAY
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 & 10:00 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 a.m.
OUR STAFF
Rev. Greta McDonald, Pastor
Rev. Jim McDonald, Pastor
Rev. John Smoke, Director of
Children & Family Ministries
Rev. Howie Snyder, Director of
Youth Ministries
630.968.7120
website: dgfumc.org
email: dgfumc@dgfumc.org

DGFUMC Bridge Board

12th Annual Downers Grove Garden Walk
The twelfth annual Downers Grove
Garden Walk, presented by the
DGFUMC Bridge Board, will be held
on Saturday, July 14, from 9:30 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m.
As a Program Partner with Bridge
Communities, this annual event
provides the primary source of
funds for our Bridge Board to help
homeless families transition to
self-sufficiency through a two-year
program providing mentoring,
housing, and supportive services.
Our Bridge Board is currently
supporting two families through
this fundraising effort and a
special sponsor donation to Bridge
Communities.

This year our Garden Walk will
feature six lovely gardens. Tickets
go on sale Thursday, June 7 at
Anderson’s Bookshop, Avec
Panache, and Community Bank of
Downers Grove in Downers Grove,
The Growing Place in Naperville,
Phillip’s Flowers and Gifts in
Westmont, and in the church office.
You may also purchase tickets at
dgfumc.org/gardenwalk as well as
view descriptions of each garden.
Please put this event on your
calendar and join us for an enjoyable
day in the gardens. Donations are
also welcome.

